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To the Reader. 


_Courr xous Ream, 


1 URGE Ig Hou art here preſented with 
V brief Diſcourſe rouching a 


>. with to commend.it (elf , and : 
therefore ſubjecs it CE. to: 
thy Ingenuity ng Candor in 
its peruſal , (if it bethought'by thee * worthy | 


Woof mn Js 


| Subject which hath not wheres =; 


thereof.) To invite or court thee. thereuntg wy 
would be very unbeſceming thee to whom. its. *7# 


direced , conſidering thee. both ſober an} 
rious; and co me it's no leſs unſutable, if thou. 
kneweſt wy Genus. Thoyart, therfore left free, > 
either go'entertain it,or pals it by,as thou plea- 


ſeſtand' It's, as freely ubmitted to.thy Cenlure, TA 
-/ "Ut WE paſiing. it's polſble, that ſome: may "NEE 
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* provi nithys by a lice 76 Way of Preface, = 
the futhre and end reoRbayh wi ic 1 
y untſerſtandeſt , thou wi 
v vir ny ras Kh pre) judice? frempe the reading and, Ry 
Waguining of-it, when ic ſhall be freed in thy 
nent from ſuch aſperſions as ſome may 
FO et too plentifully) bolſow upon it. 
= 3 hou therefore hereby aſſured, that cthon 
ot. :troubled with this Diſcourſe out of any 
NOR. e cither to weaken thy preſent confi- 
E:-: Eh. Fee ET okich thou haſt in God,orto ſtartle thee! 
"=> Sing thy preſent Pratice in things pertain- 
ep God, nor out of any Irreligious, Athe- 
' - MCA, or Self. endcd intereſt, to tempr thee to; 
&: ME df all Ordinances of W orſhip and Service 
3 Ta of God, which thou at preſent art perſwaded 
” thou oughtſt to be found exerciſedin;"but to 
7 give thee an accqunt touching a Sort of people 
which ſome are Pleaſed to call Seekers; (of 
whom, ſeveral men,in ſeveral books, have fpo- 
- ken ſeveral things, ſhewing the dangerouſnel J 
' - of their Opinion, an che dreadfulneſs of its / 
* tendency ; andunder thatt®krm of $ eekers,com- F 
__ "-prehend all thoſe which dz | from themſelves 
touching the preſent, gaeergi pdtoi- F- 
| Fans. "Org ". ell 
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believe and roche 
touching ſuch things as 
pradtie,! 1-4 are red 
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and compared with the Fiimitive Patterns 's W 
each, as they are laid down in the Scriptures, 7<,.0 
and accordingly applicd, with ſome Confis 
derations had touching certain ObjeQions« x 
pending thereupon. Under Mk gene F- 
Heads, thou haſt the ſum of what thou wil 
here be troubled with; (and perhaps thou may! 
Tudges it worthy thy trouble. RE e:/- 
. Astouching the End, to-give thee lors; bo 
count as well wh it1s, as What it 15not., t 
pleaſed to kngwi, hat having obſerved: mz a) 
Perions of an gggi Juiring ſpirit unſatisfied-w 
their.q actice, as not Gr ſ 1 7 


"RaeHBadle both Ws quantiry and pile 
and nothing extant which in any meaſure might- 
 bea ftay-tothem, by laying a ground for their 
© po & farther waiting upon God,have 
_ Waxed weary,andalmof fainted in their minds, 
- ati@at the beſt have returnedto that condition: 

F 3 WF 5 whence at firſt they thought themſelves 

"2 $+- happic they wereeſcaped, uſing ſuch expreſ- 
| ſions astheſe : Come, ler us go back to Egypt for 

= == it 5 better take it at the mouth of Ravens, 

Þ tl ſtarve. Which expreſſions have been very 
b- - _fadly uttered by ſome : mean while, the God 

= Which ad led Mien: by the liand out of Egypt, 

I __ brought then thorow the Red+ſea, cannot 

» - betruſted, nor depended On, nor waited for, 
| While they are in the wilde neſs. 

- *- Theſe Conſiderations,” on their part, have 
moved me to bethink-me of my duty ro my 
God,and whether I were not obliged,in hank 

Tk fulnefs to hjm, who had betruſted me with the 

3H Fnowledge of his- pleaſure in any meaſure 

iP touching this particular, ro impartir to others, 
> - that they might alfo have the opportunity of 

B confiderjng what hath been a ftay ro:my'own 

-. _ , 4h perhaps may prove forcible to pre- 

EZ -.. vent from farther or fu h.who are a” 
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'-T have: Itkewife obſerved how much: it hath 
offended andgrieved divers goad-perſons who 
are themſelyes under the pratice: and exetcile 

of ſuch Adininiſtrarions asrtiisDiſcoutle treats 
of becauſe theSrzxtr's (as they are called); do 
not joyn iſſue in the praftiſethereokexprefſing 
. this offence -and troubleof*theirs, by writing 

and otherwiſe ; which I have great canfe.to 
hope will by this occaſion be abated,or.at leaſt 
moderated, wheii they-ſhall rthar b chat there 
1s a reaſon to be "etl lerad that which ny 
haye judged unreaſonable. . 
©. In the conſideration of whit; 1 cannot - but 
thinkir's poſſible that Thos , Readet; mayſt 
finde thy (df to have 'drunk coo 'dvep! of-the 
cup of my former, and thy preſent Errour', ih 
that both thowand1 havetaken up-our Practices 
'upon' other meris Principles , oratledftbp! 
'too caſie & tooflight a ſcarch;tonching whi 
if they were to be aa, we ſhould judfte it | 
"neceſſary to | 6 -40F's ; abd'to-qake moredi- 
FHigent" enquiry afrer' the minde: of Ghd>in the 
Scri ptures. To which ſome perſonsare reduced, 


 (andthat in mercy) tearching and ſeekingaſter wo 
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"Andif, in examining chis Work PO | 
" Sady things weak and amiſs, (hall not wonder 
at it(Ipretendnotrco Perfection: :) PutthyChas 
" JaQerupon them& let'them pals for took and 
_ nritethem 2ine. Buc if thou findeſt Gold (I 
mean Fruth)that will abide the fire of trial;ſay 
that's God's;'tis none of mine; and let not that 
aſs. ' I'expe& thy Cenfure ;/ I ſhall hearken 
dr it : and Fhopet thy Reproots ſhall be as wel= 
. ome as the ſmiting ofthe righteous was'to Da- 
"'N vid;PCal. 147-5; and for ought thou knoweltif 
thou ſendeſt me back to. the ſearching of che 
Scriptures, which muſt be the Standard, & Rule 
'oftrial,I may truly beenabled ro ſay, Ir ſhallbe a 
_ \hindineſs tome;an excellent oil which foal not break. 
” s head. Bur if thou ſhalt be found reproaching 
in ſtead of reproving, and wounding in ſtead of 
Eo zg, | hopemy God will teacltaneto (ay, as 
idallo, werſ. 3.Set a watch, 0 Loxd, i 
ry 1 ut) 9 and. beep the door of. my lids. 
Regd T, ; chow ar defied room theſe Errata with thy P Nl 5 
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'A SOBER WORD | 


A SERIOUS PEOPLE. 


x Mongſt theſe many Diſcourſes which Tag Fry, 
x oftcred"themſelyes to Publike View , in theſe - 
ey diſcourſing Times, theie have not been want. 
ASE ing fcreral that haye aſſerted the Saints pri- L 
AAS viledges in their enjoyment of Ordinances';. 4 
RxzS Some Moderately , Others more Smartly, "ml 
and with leſs Moderation , (though with no 
leſs Confidence.) The Entertainment theſe 
Ks *-- Diſcourſes have metwith ( Lamapt to be- E 
lieye Ya been 2s yarious. I 
t which. I have obleryed in them, is , that they haye frequetly _ 
taken notice of ſome that differ from them, calling them Seekers +. ol 
Touching whom, many things are laid, by way of Anſwer to ſeveral 
ObjeRions whichareaid to betheirs.; though it be not ſo. demons: ; 
ftrable from any thing yer extant , which they (if any ſuch there be) 
have owned astheirs. +.-Neyerthelels , in the ſerious perulal of tlioſe 
| very ObjeRtions, and their ſeyeral Anſwers , which are exhibited” to 
Publike yiew , there doth Feomjo fe ſooprbing rd rs > ON Hoa 


as briefly 2sTcan; ſhall endeavour to ſhew where I have obſerved: 
the main difference to be placed. 
The Seekers , I do finde, are charged with this , That they 
Area people who deny all Ordinances ; and the-Evil of that Evit-is 
- aid down and aggravated, by ſeveral Perſons, in ſeyeral Books , and 
in theTaft; moſt ot all. 
Theſe are again diflingniſhed into ſuch. as are againſt all Ordi- 
nances, or that lee not ſufficient ground for the preſent pratice of Or- 
dininces ; or lach as areabeve ant beyond Otdinances.* : 
. Fof the former , thole which are againlt, 7. e contrary to them, 
they” are vety improperly.called Seekers. 
For thelater, they which are above and beyond them theſe are ſo- 
far from Seeking, that they are rather Poſleſſors, Enjoyers, and At- 
tainers,.then Seekers, propetly ſo called. \. 
The third ſort are ſuch, as, not ſeeing a ſufhicient oround for the pra-- 
Etice of Ordinances are ſaid to ſeek them. And is it not taeirMercy, that 
he moſt Highſhould give them a heart to fcek him , for wiſdom, ang: 
counſel, "und directions , touching thole things they ſee not ſuſficieng 
ground for the preſent praCtiſe of : > And isit not according to de A 
poltle's Ritle? If any manwant wiſdom, he ſhould ack, vt. ſeek 
of God, who giverk liberally, and upbraideth not, '-- © 
FX . Ina good ſence, 'it is good thing to be a Seeker 2: In a bad Gnch 
AM it's not to be applied to them, which ſeck the Lord; in Fnceritys for wik 
M0 Is how to walk before him... - 
| : Of this ſort of Perſons , and this ſort of Seqking P this pe 
Diſcourle onely treats. | 
- And touching them , it my be obleovad: that theſe: { Seebers fo 
called) are not alike unſatisfied concerning the practiſe of all Ordi- 
nances. There are onely ſome, wherein they ſee not ſuſhicient —_ 
for their preſent practiſe, | There are others, which they themſelves do- 
prabtiſe: Viz. 

. Firlt, They believe, that/i is an appointment from the Lord Jeſis , , 
Wye and that wherein they ought to excerciſe themſelyes , in ſearchingths. 
b- le ponegar bow the Holy Writings of Truth, ed : = de” 
"0 ... of God tolthit e 2nd pra 2. So.didxt - 
> he Ik Hit8. 28; HAY &; 
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fion offers, by coming together into ſome p 


-communication of experiences : 


behaving themſelyes as perſons having neither power or oift to go 


- tucvas fay they are, and have fuch,by the Scriptures of Truth. 


_ themſelyes to be defrrers (though fot diſcerners ) of them,” Such 
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' to the neceſſity of thoſe that want ; according to Af, 10.1,2, &'r, 
' hoping toenjoy God, bothin the former and latter duties and Ore 


dinances of his. eh - | | 

| This is not onely practiſed perſonally , and prveny, but, as oCca- 

ace on the Firſt-dayes , 

and at other times , as their hearts are drawn forth , and opportunity 
is offered, _. TRE 

| Theirends in ſo doing, and grounds for ſo doing, are theſe : 

Firft, That they may be Inftruments in the hand of the Lord, to 
ſtir up the grace of God in one another, by mutual conference, and 
according to AZal. 3. 16. Heb. 
$0,.-22, 23s $4, 25. ; 

Secondly, That they may poure out their complaints to the God 
and Father of Spirits, for the turther reyelation of himſelf : accor- 
ding to AF.1. 4.16,17,20. Ezek,36.37. Jam. 5.6 _ 

Thridly, That they may keep alive, and hold out in their meaſure 
their witneſs and teſtimony againſt the falſe , and waite for the 
manifeſtation of the true Lord Jeſus, in his pure Ordinances of Mi- 
fiftery and Worſhip -: according to Daniel 3, 16,17,18. Day, 6, 
10. Pſal.137, thorowout. 


- Exprefling their deep ere of the want. of what they enjoy not., 


s - Nengsr | Df, 
one betore another, by way of rar" or Authority ; but as 


Sheep unfolded, and as Souldiers unrallie o | 
gathering,and reſfitution to the kriowledge of what as yet they under- 
{tand not : and the atrainment of this,is the end of their ſkeking; and'tg- 
this they ſtirre up and provoke one another ; and herein they defire 
to be found , hoping firmely to the end. : 
Pet.1s. Et 3; | FEEL Is | Ne, nn 

Owning nor acknowledoing no other viſibe , Teacher, but the 
Word and Wotks 'of God; on whotn they wait for the Grace 


- 


irdeth appear , that though they come not wp ene ul of what. 
&thers'lay they enjoy, in relpect of Miniſtery, an Worſhip ; yet they 
are not againſt them, or beyond, .or above them. Bu comp ins 
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. which is tobe brought at the Revelation of Jetus Chriſt, By which 
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- |  whothongh they cannot ſay they fing the Fongs of Siow, yet dohang. © 
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their Harpes 


\ reaſon is not without Reaſon, ſomew 
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her; to ſte. how like a Plowed field ſhelies , and how. her Stones 
lie covered oyer with Rubbiſh. 

_ Thoſe other Ordinances, wherein they do not ſee ſufficient ground 
for their PraCtice, may becomprehended in theſe two : The preſent 
Churches, and the preſent Miniſtery. _ 

Theſe two were the Grand,and Capital, and Comprehenſive Inſti- 
tutions, and appointments of the Lord Jeſus ; unto which, He gave 
oifts, for the perfecting of the Saints :. But whether the pretent 
Mmiſtery , and the preteat Churches , be thoſe Ordinances of His , 


which He then inftituted and appointed , and not rather ſomething; 


like them, or inſtead of them, is the matter in Queſtion, | 
The perſons called by the name of Seekers, having compared 
them with the Word of God, and not finding them to conform there. 
unto , dare not joyne iſſue in the preſent practice of them : which of 
it {elf is ground ſufficient : yet that it wy appear that this ground and 
{ at is to be added, by way of 

Demonſtration and Eyidence. 
There haye.not been wanting thoſe which, haye taken paines to 
provethe Affirmative, and to reprove the Negative ſharply : It's ne- 


ceſſary to conſider of thoſe prootes {eriouſly , and endeayour to ap- 


_ ply thoke 4 "6 as profitably as may be ; to ſtate the matter in 


queſtion as fairely, and truely , as the preſent Capacity is abilitated, 


and can extend to. | 


Firſt, I finde it's moſt generally taken for granted, that. Diſciples, 
i Diſciples , or, as others x Driciples able to preach the Goſpel, 
aye power, and are commanded to Baptize, Matth, 28. 19. and. 


upon this ground it's praCtifed ,, and this isall the Miniſtery that I can. 


finde is acknowledged by ſome. _ | 

_ . Secondly, that Belieyers may incorporate themſelyes, and become 
2 Church, is by others affirmed, from Joh. 1.1.2. That being made 
fons by helieving,they haye-power to become the ſons of Godin Rate , 


which, I ſuppole, is meant, that Believers haye power to eſtate them- 


ſlves into vitible Sonſhip ;. or elſe I know not what to make of the. - 


diſtinRion. 


-* Others expreſs the ſame thing with other words , much diffcrear : x 


proving a Church,and Miniftery, upon other Principles and Grounds. 
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$ upon the Willowes , and: weep at the: remembrance of 
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deſiring to lay downTomething Yoſiively,from theſe Seriptures ; ſub- 
mitting to the judgement and centure thereof : judging it moſt pro- 
ficable , rather then to take notice of the ſeyeral Objettions I have 
ſeen, with the Anſwers to them : Knowing well, that Truth is truely, 
evidexcing and convincing :. and if this ſhall approye it ſelf ſo, it will 
fave labour of anſwering thoſe ObjeQtions , though ſomething will 
be ſpaken tothem alſo, in their place. : 

Our bleſſed Lord and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt , who himſelf was the 
Great Apoſtle of his Father, as well as the High-prieſt of onr pro- F 
feſſion, Heb. 3. 1, whiltt he was to perform his Father's work,whoſe Rom, xg4 
Meſſenger or Apoſtle he was, as being ſet apart and ſent forth forthat * 
purpoſe, Foh.6. 38, 39, 40. oh. 12,49. and ſpaks ana ated ac- 
cording to the commandment he had received from the Father - 
In the performance of which Miniſtration or Seryice, he was pleated 
to finale ont ſome certain perſons from amongſt others , whom he 
appointed and authorized to wait upon himin thatMiniftration or Ser« 
vice : Thoſe he termed D-ſc:ples, or Apoſtles. MMatth. 10.1, When 
he had called to him hu Diſciples , he gave them power , &c. 
Tow the names of the twelve Apoſtles were theſe, &c. Theſe 
twelve Jeſus ſent forth, and commanded them, ſaying , Go not 
into the way of the Gentiles , but go rather to the loſt (heep of, | 
the houſe of Iſrael : and as ye go, preach ,; Kngvorrre, nipurss6 
Verſ. 16. Behold, I ſend you forth , &c.. "19%, 31x) SmoxiiNe Uuutse 
Theſe twelye were ſuch as he ordained from amon gſt others. Mar. 3. 
13, He went up into a mountain, and called to him whom he 
wonld, and they came unts hin. And he ordained twelve , that 
they ſhould be with him , and that he might ſend them forth to 
preach. Luke 6.13, And when it was day, he called to him his 0 
Diſciples, and of them he choſe twelve , whom: he alſo named A-> -—. © 
poſtles. Thele Diſciples were not meerly ſuch as were followers of 
Chrift, and had learnt of him, as Scholars ; bur ſuch as himſelE, one 3 
of others, had Choſen, Called, and Ordained , that they ſhould be _ » _ 
with him, and that he might ſend them forth to preach ;- whichacs=  _ 
cordingly he did;, and named them Apofles, as Matth. 10. and «© © 

- Euke 6. doth evidence. And what Commiſſion he had , the ſame 

- hegavetothem. As kefaith of himlelf, 7 am'not ſent, but tothe * i 

R Tf ſheep of the houſe of Iſratl : fo he commanded them nor to. © 
--. gotothe Gentiles, nor intothe way of Famaria ; but to thi lalt ſhegp». 
el, Matth.1 0.5, | I 
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"Befides theſe , be kewiſe ſent 20 the Seventy, with like Power 
and Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel, and to confirm it by Miracles, 
as Flimfelf and the Apoſtles allo did. Bur in a more elpecial man- 
-xer did the Twelye converſe with hin, upon all occaſions , as his aiſi- 
dual attendants, or houthold-ſervants. Duriog the time of his Ad- 
Hniſtration upon earth ,* and when he was about to finiſh the work 
- which the Father ſent him to do-, fo far as concerned his perſonal 
preſence, he delegated that power the Father had committed to him , 
- 1ntoghe hands of them,thoſe very perſons whom before he had ordain- 
edtobe with him, Match.28. 18,39, 20. ok 
| Now the time approaching wherein the Motaical Diſpenfation 
was to exvire, and rhe Chriſtian Church and its Worfhips to be in- 
troduced in the ſtead thereof, our Lord Jeſus ( having tulhilled all 
righteouſneſs as touching the Law ) gives commandment that the 
Goſpel be preached to at Nations, baptiz.ing them inthe Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the hol « hah 
Touching the perſons to whom Chrilt Kd de egate the power and 
.Authority of Preaching and Baptizing, muchis written, as hath been 
inted before, | 
Some fay, To Beljevers, as Believers. 
Some fay, To Diſciples, as Diſciples. 
Seme ſay, To Preaching Dilciples. | 
Some ſay, To Diſciples able to preach the Goſpel, ſo asto bring 
X over ſouls to believe and be Sized 
| © Others {beak in other expreſſions. It is too-much to follow them 
ial | 
| " Therebe four things Tſhall defire may be enquired into ; the dif- 
E- cuſſion whereof, will take in molt of the Scriptures which any way 
© Jgivelight to the underſtanding of this Subject ; and which may oc- 
5 caſionally antwer many Objedtions which otherwiſe require particu- 
lar diſcaffion. ' 1 ſhall propound them by way of Queſtion, . 
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Firſt, Whether Chrift did not commit the Preaching of the Word, 
_ and adminiſtration of Baptifme, to a Miniſtery. 
2 * Secondly, What the nature and end of that Miniſtery was, which 
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Fourthly, Whether the preſent Miniſtery, and preſet Churches, & * 
may be acknowledged the Miniſters: and Churches of Chriſt; accor-: . 
ding to the firſt Pattern. bnfo3 20 01 7 Bet 2 

| ret” To the firſt of theſe : contig lgby. 

That Power and Authority, to Preach and Buptize, was commit»: 4 
ted'to the Apoſtels , or to the Eleyen Diſciples , as troa Miniſtery, 
might be demonſtrated, ©. 

Firſt, From the Equity of. it, which appears in.the Refpe& or 
Catc which the moſt High was. pleaſed to manifelt in the firſt order- { 
ing or diſpoſing of the Adminiſtrations of the Jewiſh: Church ;5* .. 4 
which ke committed to the hands of ſome choſen and peculiar perſons, b 
diſtinguiſhed from others of the.people to whom the like power was+ 
not committed;as:to Aaron and his Sons. Exod.28.1,2« Ard-bythe: 
fignal of his difpleaſure manifeſted againſt thoſe who would notacs : 
knowledge it. Nwm.1 6.but contederated intheConfpiracy of Korabe 

Now if the Lord took ſuch care to ſet in order, and keep right that; 
houſe whereof, Afoſes: had the management , ( viz. ):the jewiſh" 
Church, ( and therefore called'ALofes his Houſe) and to.eftabliſh: - 
its Miniſtery ;'is it not as equal that:the Lord: Jeſus ſhould take the 4 
like care for his Houſe (+#z.) the Chriſtian Church, -and provide for 
its Miniſtery- ;- and that as the former, fo the later, ſhould confiſt of 
perſons peculiarly fer apart and appointed thereunto?/ | 

This ſort of reaſoning from the Old to the New , and: from the 
Former to the Latter Diſpenſations, the Apoſtle dathule; by way of 
Equity, many: times, to provethe matter wheteabouts he was reaſons 
ing. - Dath God take care for Oxin? Tf fo, then it-isas equil, av 
leaff, that he ſhould take care for ſuch as labour, and tread out the- 
Corn under the Goſpel. Bur if this haye not weight enough toprove | 
the matter in queſtion ; Secondly, it may be evidenced from Scriptuves- 


that axe dire; as to this utpaſe-::; 00002 cs 2: 

That it was committed to certaine numbers of perſons, who, frons 
among many others; wete appointed and ſer apart for this work , 
appeares from the Scriptures -afore meationed, Afarks 3. 1:3. He 
called to him whom he wonld , and they came unto him and be 
ordained twelve, that they might hos ws Nw and thac_heapight - 
ſend them torth toipreach ref-rhema iwhich came'anmotim; he ordain® © 
ed relive.” Aadlontewhariniore plain doth Zxks relate this ahgnys 
Lak, 161 1:3; He called to him" his: Diſciples; aud of rhe _ _ 
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b Mo (8) 
" * choſe twelve, whom alſo he named Apoſtles , or Meſſengers, or 
I men ſent out. Now though this ſeeme to relate to them onely as to 
Preaching , yet it is to be conſidered, that to thele yery fame indi- 
vidual perſons ( thus choſen, and called, and er apart from ochers ) 
was the Commiſſion given to Preach and Baptize , Marrh.28. 16, 
I8,19, Theeleven Diſciples went away into Galikee, and Feſtus 
came and fpake unto them, ſaying, &c, Att.10.41,42, Not 
ro all the people , but unto Witneſſes choſen before of God, even 
I t0145 + and '* commanded us to Preach unto the people , 8&c. 
£1 Now that they were ordained and appointed to ſerve as a Miniſtery, it 
+ appears from the firſt Chapter of the As, the ſecond Verſe, com- 
pared with verſ.17 and 25. Until the day in which he was taken 
"* after that he through the Spirit had given commandment to 
the Apoffles whom he had choſen. And in yerl. 17 , ſpeaking of 
Judas, (faith) He was numbred with us , and had obtained part 
* of this Miniſtery. Andin vyerl. 25,it is faid of Matthias, That 
be may take part of this Miniſtery and ApoStHeſhip, from which 
|. Faudas bytrayſgreſſion fell away. And the lot fell upon Matthias, 
- and he was numbred with the eleven Apoſtles, or Meſlengers , or 
Z men who were ſent out to preach, and baptize the Nations. 
4 v3 1 To the ſecond : | | 

What the nature of that Miniſtery was which the Lord Jeſus ap- 
poinred to ſucceed himin this ſeryice, H 

Beſides what hath been ſpoken already , the Scripture doth de- 

clarewhar plentiful proviſion the Lord of the Harveſt made in point 
of a Miniſtery. In Epheſ. 4.11, 12,13, you have the Goſpel-. 
Miniftery expreſſed, both in their Names and Numbers, their Nature 
q and End » In reference to their Ute and Duration in the ſame Order 
* .--- and Degree which the God of Order hath placed them in. 
3 For their Name and Number, the reading of the cleycnth Verſe de- 
elares both, —_— ho 

For their nature and uſe, it's laid down either more generally, in 
this term, for the work, of the Miniſtery ; or more particularly, in 
} thele two Termes, - - P ft 
4 : . '4xp. x {For the perfefiing of the Saints. _ 
" . Thedurationof this Miniſtery , was to betill we: all came ts the 
| Wibyof the Faih; ereaall tis whole Minifery, forumbera; and | 
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named as before ; who were all, as well as any, the fruit of Chriſt's _ 
Aſcenſion. | 

The Gifts given to men for the work of the Miniſtery, thoſe 
were to abide (as to Inſtitution ) one as well as another , oge_. 
as long as another , the one without the other not being perfe8t ; as__ 
in another caſe it's aid, Heb,1 1.40. As theſe were given to conti= 
nue till weall came to the Unity of che Faith, Eheſ. 4. 13, ſo they 
were ſet in the Churches by Ordinance and Hablithinent, Cas 

I 2.38, as that which was to continue. 

But to return to the nature and uſe of this Miniſtery ; 
| To perfett the Saints. 
(Viz) To edifie the body of Chriſt. 

The Word which is here uſed, T operfett the Saints ; will be read, 
properly, ts perfet+ the number of the Saints, as well as their graces; 
Tlegs 739 19-apmouy ths apr, Ad coagmentationem Santtorum, werls 
I 2,— until there be not one Saint or Ele& more to be added to the 
number. It comes of x7! and pn, quod proprie de numero dict- 
tur ; Orfrom the the Verbe aprico, perfeitum reddo, vel omnibus — 
numerss abſolutum reddere. The Tranſlators haye rendered it - 4: 
ſeyerally in leyeral places, (Viz.) to prepare, Heb. 10.5, A body 
haſt thou prepared me. Rom.9.22, Adapta ad interitam : Fitted 
to deftruftion. To reſtore or put in joint : Luxata membra in 1 
locum reſtituere ; And ſo it's uſed in Gal.6.1, Ye which are ſpi- or 
titual, reſtore ſuch a one with the ſpirit of meckyeſs. 1 Cor. 1. 
1 9, Be ye perfettly knit together in the ſame minde. Sitis com- 
pacti, vel coadunati. If ſome one member of a true Church ſhould 
be overtaken with a fault, and in that ſence be out of joint , the reſt 
which are ſpiritual ſhould reſtore, 5.e. put ſuch a bone in joint againe. 
But if many members ſhould do the like, and the whole prove diſlo- of 
cated and disjointed, Who ſhall reſtore them to their former order " 
againe, but the hagd of that Miniſtery by which they were adapted, , 
and fitted , and firſt knit together ? For, they were not onely given 
for this end, that they might perfe& the number of the Saints, b 
fitting and preparing them', and puting them in joynt , and this aC 
rendered as tranhient, to paſs away in the very ating, or once doing : 
-butthey are faid to be ſet in the Church, 5c. ftatmrt, aut determi- 
_2avit, the word is of 7i9yus. 1 Pet.2.6, Statuo in Sione lapidem ; Þ 
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' © Andthis Miniſtery are called Paſtors and Teachers who are to feed: 


(160) 


chiefe corner-ſtone, AQL13.47, Conftitni te, &c. I have ſet 
or appointed thee to be a light to the Gentiles, At. 1. 7, It i 
not for you to know the times or the ſeaſons which the Father 
hath put in his own power, Now thete are not tranſient, but abi-- 
ding things:fo the Miniftery,which is for the perfelting of the Samts, 
in the ſence above expreſſed, was in like nature nor onely given for 
that end, but fixed and eſtabliſhed by appointment for the fam# 


purpole. 


The other branch. of this Miniftery was, To edifie the body of” 


pave 


Chriſt , and to build upon the foundation of the. Apoſtles and-. 
Prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chiefe cormer-ſtone. 
Now to apply what hath been ſpoken.to the Migiſtery which Chriſt 


for this work, as it conſiſts of two branches, 


Perfelting.. : 
(Viz) Jing . 


- Theſe workes are appropriate to two parts of the Miniſtery : The 


firſt 


are called Apoſtles, Prophets, Eyangelifts ; and precede the 


Church, or are before it, having the whele world for their Circuit, . 


deali 


ng with them as with the World, with the Nations as with the 


M1 16.13 Nations ; Diſcipling them, preparing and fitting them, felling, hew- 
” Ephiſ.2. ing, and fquaring thoſe ſtones and that timber, that it might be made 
22,21, 23+ meetfor the building; as: alto laying the foundation, even themlelyes,, 


next and in orderto the Lord Jeſus, acknowledging him to be the 
chiefe corner-ſtone of the building , and the buildiro it ſelf to be 
Gods, 1 Cor.3. 9,10, but themiclyes labourers therein, 'and wife 


Maſter-builders thereon, 


The ſecond are ſuch as-being part-of the number of thoſe which | 
haye been lo gathered out of the World, and placed into the build-. 
irg by the former Maſter-builders , and by them alſo appointed to 


edifie the body , 4.e. to carry cn the building 


, Keeping to the 


DO 


foundation ; furniſhing them with Rule, and Square, and Com-- 
pals, and Line, and Plummer, and whatever was neceflary to com- 


Ec 


pleat this work, or make the Man of God perfet, All which are 


prehended in the holy Scriptures , and more collectively in the 


es of Paul to Timothy and Titus. 


the Church, as the former were to breed it ; theſe to carry on the 


IE * » buildin &, as the other to lay the foundation ; thelg to be x 


efident 
where. 


For SAT, . Bee 
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\« + + | 
where they were choſen, as thoſe to paſs on,and prepare, and firmote 
materials for the perfeQting of the great building,” the whole Houle 
of God. | 

Now foraſmuch as the number of the Saints are to be per- 
feed , and then to be cdified , and this to be done by a Mini- 
ſtery , contitting of Apoſtles , Propaets , Evangeliſts , Paſtors and 
Teachers ; and foraſmuch as this is made the work of the Mini- 
Ntery ſo named and numbered as before , to be accompliſhc not b 
any one without the other of them; not by the Miniſtery of the 
Apoſtles alone, or Prophets onely, or Eyangelifts onely ; much lefle 
by the Miniſtery -of Paſtors and Teachers onely : but by thele to« 
gether , as making up the Miniftery which Chrift aſcending on high 
-gave, and by Ordinance or appointment fet and confticuted in the 
Church. And ſeeing the number of the Saints is not perfected , 
but rather, as that Scripture faith, The whole world lieth in wicked- 
eſs, or in. that wicked one, and that there are ſtill Nations, and Kind- 
reds, and Tongues, and People to whom the Goſpel may be preach- 
ed, and amongſt whom Diſciples may be made, and Churches 
formed and built upon the true foundation : Hence I conclude with my 
{elf (and refer it to the judgment of him that reads it) in antwer to 
the Queſtion, That the Miniftery which the Lord Jeſus appointed:to 
ſucceed him,was for nature and end a breeding and feeding Miniftery : 
The one , to prepare {the Saints, and to gather them into a Church, 
as will be endeayoured to be proyed in its proper place ; the. other, 
” build on upon the firſt foundation, being firſt cathered and {et 
thereon. | | 241 

And.that theſe are both alike for their end and duration or contifit- 

ance, appeares, | TY FS 

Firſt, Becauſe they together make up but one Miniſtery. 

—_ » Becaule they all bein the fruits of one Purchaſe , the 
Tame neceſſity remains for the one as for the other : to long as an 
Saints are tobe gathered; as well as any to beedified , thele are to 
continue z and that's, till we all come to the mnity of the Faith,&c. 
the Elect of God ſtanding in as much need of the one, mſtrumentally 
toenlohten and conyert them, as of the other,ro edifice and ſtrengthen 
them, being converted. - For as God, when he gaye'one , gave the. 
otheralſo , fo the Saints may ſee a neceſſity for the continuation of the 


ene, as well as of the other : the former, namely, Apoſtles, Prophers, «1. -* 4 
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. "ay « Perſon.unxo fucha Felloſbip, before he.can beadmirted, 
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- (12) 
Erangelifts, haying been ſome ſpace of time without the later, as ap- 
rs by As 14, 23. but the later, I conceiye , have neyer been in 
truth without the former!, ( atleaſt, I know not where, or when, and 
ſhould be willing to be informed) foraſmuch as the Foundation 
mult precede the building up of the SuperfiruRure ; and the Paſtoral 
feeding the Lambs of the Lord Jeſus, mult needs preluppoſe a Mini- 
ſterial Breeding to haye preceded , in thoſe pure and orderly Inftitu- 

tions. 

The third and fourth Queſtions I ſhall anſwer together. 

Whether there be any Pattern of any Vifble congregated Church 
under the Goſpel, without or before a Miniſtery or vi, 4 Or, 
Whether the preſent Miniſtery, or prelent Churches, may be acknow- 
ledged the Miniſtery and Churches of Chrift , according to the firſt 
Pattern. 

To the firſt part of the Queſtion, this will be anſwered : 

That it doth not appear in Scripture, that any of the firſt Churches 
were gathered into their Viſible Order, without a Miniſtery preceding 
or before Baptiſm. If it be otherwiſe , it's hoped it will be ſhewed 
where and when, If it be not to be ſhewed , How deeply are they 
concerned, who ſet up fuch Churches , whereof there is no Pattern in 


the Wordof God ! | 


I know it is ordinarily faid, and accordingly practiſed, that a com- 
ny of Belieyers may, by mutual conſent or agreement, become a. 
Church, and appoint one to baptize the reft ; and according]y chuſe 
their own Officers, and proceed to other Adminiſtrations , and this 
in the Name of Chrift. And ſuch a Company of Believers. are ac- 
counted, by themiſelyes and ſome others, a true Viſible Church. 
Others by the ſame thing, in other words. 
Now I would argue the caſe a little touching Believers conſenting 


to become a Church, ſo far as may help to clear the Queſtion in 


hand. | | 9 45 
When a perſon deſires. te jeyn himſelf to ſome one of :the preſent 

\ Churches, though the perſon be neyer ſo defirous in himſelf to be 
added , yet he can but propound his deſire of joytiing and being ad- 

mitted. This Church confiders and judges of this perſon's Faith, 

and. fitneſs for Fellowſhip, and that in the Name of the Lord ; and 

mutt declare the Lord's, content, in the Church's, to the receiving ſuch 


» 4 
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The perſon's willingneſs in himſelf to be joyned , makes him nor a 
Member of tuch a Fellowſhip y he cannot give his owneonſent, and 


the Church's too : but as he is. willing to manifeſt his readineſs to be. 


admitted ; fo the Church judging of his profeſſion of Faith , and 


fitnels, manifeſts her conſent , by receiving him in the Name of the 


Lord Jeſus, either by Baptiſm, or without , according as they haye 


faith in that Particular ; I mean that Fellowſhip or Soclety which fo 
admits him. 

Now if this be the Method or Ordinary way of proceeding in a 
Church after it is gathered , Is not the gathering of that Church, in 
its firſt beoinning , to be ſuppoled equivalent hereunto ; foraſmuch 
as the ſame relation wherein one ſingle believer doth ſtand with refe- 
rence to a true Church rightly conftituted , ſo do a Company of Be- 
lievers ſtand in relationto Chriſt, in their fuſt congregating into-the 
Vigble Order of a Church-eftate: : } - vet 

Which may be thus demonſtrated : 
Chriſt is the Briaegroom; 
The Church is the Br:de, the Lamb's wife. 

A company of Belieyers are tuppoſed to be made willing, by the 
power of Light and Love, to be-married to Chriſt, and to put on that 
- Conjugal-Yoke of vifible Churchſhip , wherein they may manifeſt 
their obedience to him , ſubjecting themlelyes to ſuch Ordinances 
_ and Appointments of his , as are commanded touching that parti« 
cular. WEED 

But to whom ſhall they make manifeſt this their willingneſs ? Who 
ſhall ſupply the room of the Bridegroom ?. Or who is the. Bride- 
groom's friend , that can Miniſterially declare Chriſt's acceptance of 
theſe Belieyers to become his Church , his Wife , and heto become 
their Bridezroom, their Husband, their Lord,their Law-giyer ; giving 
them power to fit upon Thrones for him, to open and-ſhut-a door for 
him.to binde and to looſe in his Name and Power 2+: :. © -Þ {14 7 

Believers, I conceive , can no more in this caſe giye their own con- 
ſents and'Chriſt's too, then a particular belieyerithat would be joyned. 
to a. Vicible Church,can give his own conſent'and the Churches too, 


Therefore, as the true Church doth Miniſterially conrain in.her ſelf 


- the fiate of power to binde and looſe ,' to 'open. and ſhiit 3: in Chiiſt's: 
Name, to fionific his conſent ,: and in his Name to. receive or rot re 


ccive the perlon who pretends to, os afſays.to be joyned to her 3. ſais: - -  ® 
= | 


\ . 
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'3t ſerioullyto'be_confidered, who did at firſt Miniſterially ſupply the 
-room. of the.Bridegroom , who did, at firſt judge of theſe Believers 
fitneſs, or who did in-Chrilt's Name accept of them , as they do in 
Chriſt's Nameaccept of others that defire t2 joyn to them, 

That the true Viſible Church is the Spouke, the Bride, the Wife of 
the Lord Jeſus, theſe Scriptures, among orhers, witneſs : Cant..4. 8. 
Eph.5.32. Rev.21.9, | 

That the conſent between Chriſt and his Church, at firſt, was ated 
Minifterilly,by-luch as himfelf had defigned for that purpole, v/z. 
to accept of .the believers conſent on their part , and to c{poute them 
to Chriſt ; and that this was efteRed by that Miniftery which was 
wont to precede and go before the Church and its feeding Mimſtery, 
appears from the conſideration of theſe Scriptures : 1 Cor. 4. I 5. 
For. in Chriſt Jeſus have 1 begotten you through the Goſpel. 
2 _ 5-29. We pray you inChriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to 
Goa. X | 

And-as this Miniſtery was thus inſtrumental towards their per- 
ſonal converſion , -to was it al{gtouching their Vifible Admiſſion in- 
to tlicir Etpouled , 2. e. Church-eſtate : For not onely did they in 
Chiilt's ſtead beſeech them to be reconciled toGod , butalfo did re- 
ceivethem, being ſo reconciled. 2 Cor. 1 1, 2 ,/ the Apolile Pax! te- | 
Rifieth touching the Church of Corinth , that. he did efpoſe that 
Church to one husb andgthat he might preſent it a chaſte Virgin ts 
Chrift. And of the Churches of /dacedonia it is laid; in 2 Cor. 
8. 5. that they gave their own ſelves firſt unto the Lord and unto 
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26 by the will of God. | | 
AltthatthisDitcourle intends, is but to put perſons ( whoſe ſpirits 
. .<an bear it) upon. che conſideration. how.they became a Church ar 
_ » fiſt, And whetherthat the praRtice of the prefent Churches doth nor 
gufly occaſion! that enquiry ; foraſmuch as the reaſon is the ſame, that 
the firſt Beginners of a Church have as much neceſſity of ſome per- 
lon or periots Miniſterially deputed by Chriſt to-try and to accept of 
them, as'wellas for them afterwards to try, and judge, and accept of 
ethers in the Name and Authority of Chriſt, who defire to be added 
T0!them. -.-:-- ; INTE 
. -!! The conſideration of which , may ſerve for Anſwer to that part of 
©, the: Queſtion, which concerns the preſent Churches : | 
\ _ #:«Tharforalquch as itis not demonttrablethat the preſent In 
”. WM aye 
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have been ſo conſtituted by perlcns Miniſterially deputed on Chiill's 1 
part, to whom they might give up themtelyes Vilbl ( as well as unto * 
the Lord) and by whem they might Viſibly and Miniſterially have 
' the Lord's conſent manifeſted to them, (as they themlelves now mani= 
feſt it to thoſe which would be added to them ;) but that they reckon 
it ufficient to be made fice and willing in themlelves, and withour any 
Viſible or MiniſterialAuthority to try and judge one another, and to 
accept of one arother in Chriſt's Name and ſtead, and fo become a 
Church, contrary to their own after-praCtcce towards others ; Seems: 
to be altogethe: without preſident frem the Word of God , and con- 
lequently , are not to be acknowledged for the true Viſible conſtituted 
Churches-of Chriſt according to the Primitive Pattern. 


To the ſecond branch cf the Queſtion torching the preſent Mini- 
ftery. Whetherthey are to be acknowledged the Miniftery of Chriſt Oueſt, - 
according to the firſt Pattern , | RE 

Beſides what hath been ſpoken already. it may be further added , ,, ſwe 4 

That a Miniſtery of Jelus Chriſt may. be conſidered Immediately -Þ 
or Mediately ſuch ; either as coming of that Apoſtolical Race who © © } 
had their call immediately from Chrilt, as the firſt Meſſengers had, ® 
Matth.1o.,1,2. Matth.28,16,18.19, &c. Gal.l, 1,12; Paul 
an Apoſtle, (or a Meſſenger, or a man ent out,) zot of men neither 
by man, but by Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father. 

And thele in the Scriptures are properly called Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chriſt : 1 Cor.4.1, Let a man ſo account of us, as of the Mini-- 
fters of Chriſt,. and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 

Now for a man to be a Miniſter of Chrilt -in this tence, requires to - 
have an immediatecall and ſending forth, with gifts ſutable to ſuch 
a Miniſtery : Mark.16.15.20, Go ye forth intoall the world, and. 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. eAnud they went forth and 
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them; and confir+- 
ming the word with fignes following. AQt.1. 45,8, And bein 
aſſembled with them, (1.e. the Apoſtles whom he had choſen, Ver: 

2, ) commanded them that they ſhould »ot depart from Hieruſ;-- 
lem, but wait for the promiſe of the Father, Veil. 4: For, ye ſhall 
be Baptized with the holy Spirit. not many dayes hence. Verl: $ - 
Ye ſhall receive power after that the holy Spirat is come pon you 3 
and ye ſhall be Witneſſes unto me, &c. Veri. 8. Which was'iccays.* | |? 
dingly performed on God's part ; ſor they did recciye the: promiſeot® >" 
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 ' %eFather, A&.2. 12,3, and did perform their part, in the ſubſe-" 
A& 14.43 quent part of the Chapter and Hiſtory of the As. 

A8.6.3,5,, Secondly, There is a Miniſtcry of Chriſt which is aot ſo immediate, 
69,19. butmore mediate , and they were ſuch, as whomthe Apoſtles, in the 
1.5. behalf, and by the ſuffrage or the eletion of the Churches, did or- 
dain ; and to whom they did delegate the power and authority of 


O 


Jeſus Chriſt, for the work of the Miniſtery in the Churches : And 
- n his Nameand power , ſuch gifts were beſtowed as might fit thoſe 
perlons for the work whereunto they were choſen and ordained, 
At6.6. 2: Tim.1.6. | 
; Theſe, though it be not co be denied but they are to be accounted 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, becauſe they are indeed his by. appointment 
and inſtitution , yet they are ſuch more mediately, and the Churches 
more immediately ; whole allo they are, and out of whom, and for 
©, Whole fake, they were immediately choſen and appointed , while 
the other Miniſtery were to travel abroad,and to fulfill their Miniſte 
towards the World ; for which work they were Commiſſioned, ſar.” 
I6:15. Goye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
creature. | 
This diſtinRion is grounded upon theſe Scriptures : 1 Cor, 4. I. 
Let a man (o account of ws, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 2 Cor.8.23, If any enquire 
of thele, they are the Apoſtles of the Churches, or, as we haye it 
tranſlated , they are the Meſſengers of rhe Churches, and the 
Glory of Chriſt, Philip. 2. 25 , .1 ſuppoſe it neceſſary to ſend to 
you Epaphroditus my brother, but your «Apoſtle. 

If a perſon do entitle himſelf a Miniſter of Chriſt, he muſt pro- 
fels himſelf to be fo, under one of theſe two conſiderations, 

If he be one of the firſt fort,his Call mult be immediate, (from the 
Bridegroom the Lord Jeſus ) arid his gifts and qualifications mult be 
ſutableco his work - a powerful enabling to go forth to the World. 

-. If he be one of the later fort;his Call muſt be from the Bridegroom's | 
friends, the Apoſtles, or an Apoſtolical Miniſtery, At, 14. 23. 
compared with werſ; 14 of the tame Chapter : When the Apoltles 
Barnabas aud Paul—Perſ.23, when they,i.c. the Apoltles, had or- 
4 adained them Elders in every Charch. Tit.1.5, For thu cauſe [ 
d left thee in Cret, that thou (houldſt ſet in order the things that 
* ace wanting, and ordaine Elders in every City, as 1 had were? | 
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Ee thee. Or dethe 1 ſorr enuſt be freak the Biide hay 
| lf, in whoſe cuſtody was left the power of all Adminiſtrations : 
1 Cor. 11.26 Ipraiſe you, brethren, "Pp *ow keepthe Ord: neces 
ar Fdelivered themto you. | 

; And ſutable-to-'this' Call: ( whether i it be by the Brderoons 
Friends, or by the Bride her ſelf) muſt be the gifts beſtowed, - 

If Panl: lolay hands on Timothy,and ſeparate him tothe week 
of the Miniſtery, the Lord confers upon him,thereby, ſome gift which 
he had not before, and fiich a'gift to which he is to give attendance; 
Wherefore 1 put thee in remembrance that thou” ſtir up the gift of 
God which u in thee, by the putting on of my hands, 2 ThE s! > 

If the Church by her Presbytery (for1o ſome will have that place 
to be underſtood;) do lay hands on Timerhy ; itis noran'empty 
and bare Ceremon oro but ſuch-an aRtion as wherein God appears; con- 
ferring! by way of;gift ſomewhat which was not before? : and this 
likewiſe is obs in to. | Neglett not the gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by Prophecie , with the Laing. 01 of the 
hands of the Presbyter 

Now the Miniſtery WA theſe times being compared and conſidered: | 
will appear neither: "called nor qualified according : tothe Prey 
Parterns. . -.. 

Friegds of the Rridegroemi in the firſt ſence.they are not,as being Ih 
mediately ſent out from him with anApoftolical Miſfion orEmbaſſage, 
furniſhed to wooe and win the Nations; to repreſent the perſon'of the 
Bridegroom,. and. to. be as in\ his ficad ,. beſeeching men to be friends 
_ with God, intreating them to be recanciled to him. "Theit'wanc of the 


* . heayenly Furniture of power from on high for this work of the Kilod- 


liery, doth evidencethe truth hereof.” 

Secondly, Norare they called.and ſeat out chy. the Fiends of hs 
Bride 90m ,, either, by-Apoſttes} Eyangelifs,:ior Prophets, xuhothadl 
theiz Call 3nd/Miſſien from Chriſt 2>Foratwuchas they acknowledge | 
nQ ch Miaiſtery now extant, but ſay it.was 'teinporary; and'extraor- 

Za" it be. not demonſtrable from Scripture, wheh the'En+ 
rail wascut off,or ſuch a py to ceaſe, Leg On : 
oY -appaintments,-;: "IVF [11 ., Item i! iorl3\ (EG) pep 
| ©. Thirdly, Nor s info evident is imagioad that ths \hwyea rode 
Vitible Call from the Bride herifelf; a true. Viſible C 
 &fGur who hath, beenher co —— 


© 


% / 
, tl 
FP Ss -* tho 4. A” y 


p 
of 
" F 
. 
.* ow 
, * 
i 
4 2 4 
- » 4%. 
— pF PEA: 
; o y 
n IF # .0 
1.0 U ” 
. n 
. . "4, 
, & 
. Fn. 5 wm 
-_ vgs BE» BW 4k , 
5 # I 36.2 - 
" LIE Tr 3s 


f ; . 

a ' 5 455 ns 
07 5 1 4 > a LPS. 
Ls _ " ALD ..* * E bo a S « on, *. ww. 4369 ji wa A. KY + 
+ : X _ IX \ TEL-PP by Sands cells W pe 4s 47 FY i . n 
. ” m_ , IF « . TY oo oO RE ER IT EET eden ROOTS 
" : * . n 0 $464 pi ne i. $2 ts "*"_ K-47 » © Uh Agne-" 0 þ 
; PI V4 KF £262 x . Y . p b 44 - « 


. PEEL v bh 476 NE POE EN 
$\ Co IS Fg Fs \ a, RS AY... -. 
xr. . p cet . va n 
- \ MF G GE 7 Fl. 
= - 


Ss. 
A 


Fr prep 7 


"that thae etna once & igainalightss 


_ Wie: plla | 'expe& 


"- - / _ . , . \ 


ſome FRO - - ANOOE and defigged, 
as the. ws en a 2 Core? to '2. according +4 the 
fult eſtabliſhed vible Qrder : (by. Faith and Baptiſm) 7 * 
* But froma Company of well-minded: pecyle;: who;' covlkbg. che 
criptures , and obſerying what is Gdbien touching the Miniſtery- irs 
uſcfulneſs and neceſſity, judge it: allo! neceſſary, lawfol, and exye- 
dient-tochuſe our from artiong themlelyes, or others ,' ſome ſuch per- 
fon þs they beſt approve of. > ; to go before them; and" adminiſter to 
them; and:this'is accountet.a'true Call to'the Miniflery. | Whereas 
would be firſt enquired , :Wherethe Scripturedoth in any place's give 
power $9 a people, how holy, how godly ſoeyer, to giyea true 
Call to the Miniftery ; qron/o not firſt being yihibly and Mine 
12. conſtituted of Chiift, and fo his Jin his Wife, ac- 
1g $9 the Primitive Pattern. Wkohpandes how-faritextends, - 


 aſtetſheis eſpouſed, Edilpure not bur: tetioufly:: enquire after: the 


aQions of: power which are performed rene any people, before they are are 
vitbly epouled, and xn mrs. nk — 
Hence I conceiye it is, that ry yu cing probe, (theone's giving, RY 
.bthet accepting the Call-of the Miniftery , without queſtioning the 
Power of either?) it. wayavithour offence be. ſaid; that a' Poinerleſs 
People give Callto a Giftlels Miniſtery, (for,as they haye not power, 
;)- who , for lack: of Gifts, Rudy to' acquire 


Arts ; wherein alſo. having attained, they therein emeciſs themlelyes, 


(the wikd af God-fuffering it tobe fo thar they ſhould fiylethem- 


&lves' Mof ers of Ares: But inthe! beginning it was not ſo. For 
avhen the gifts of God could nor be boughrnoy told, and'contequent- 
m__ Aoaticad ala gain or profit of rhe Poſſeffor ; then muſt - 
mane Arts be inyented , ( which darken the Sun and the Air)and 
xhe gifts of Gad exploded; :and called extraordinary ; becauſe they 
xe0-mnch: —_—_— heavenly Manna of old, a food which pro- 
Th bog inkerefd:of thar time' ti: which the” _ 
eld; and ſuffered not'that blefſed and heave 
dew. bY _— contrariwiſe ,: ſuffered thera to grow Arey by 
| Wine, to5rein Vikowttoftumble in Judgergent, to > lurfeit of (their 
rape ) their. Humane Arts of their own inventing,” under which: || 
hae! labbumnd © 57cvarmagt 3\fulfilkag"thar Seri ipcure, | 
| 2$:27;82 and iv may be; uinilche vine] the Klttiiets 4 
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'A 8. »& andthe ancient Goſpel be preacht again to: 4 Ab5- 
0125, tongues, and people, Rev.i 4-6, Rey-1 0, wit, Then may we' 
expect and hope , that this Artificial Miniſtery , and its Arvficial- | 
Traghing the molt High will conſume with the b enth of hs. month, 

and wit 1h the brightneſs of his.commy.. 
 Thezeal of 's 
waketh not haſt ſte. 


name of Diſciples ; intimating, that they, as ſuch, might bc preach | 
and baptize, Math 28:18 

2: The Diſpciles of Chriſt did'baptize beforothey wear calle and | 
ſent out , even while they were Diſciples, Fob. 3.2 2,24. even be- 
fore Fohn was caſt into priſon ; and many of the Dilciples' were nor 
fo much as called then, Math. 4.1 2,I18,21, Therefore, Diſciples, 
as Diſciples, may baptize. 


Anſwer, What bath. been already alleddged in this caſe, might, nſw. 3 


faffice for anſwer to the firſt branch of rem jeftion ; elpecially, if 
there be added this Conkideration : 

.'-That/the: nature of their Employment , at the time when Chriſt 
was toleaye the world and. them; was far different: from. what it had. 
been all the while he had been with them : Far, withr to'the:: 
Lord Jeſus, whole they were , and whom they ſerved, fo long-as-he | 
was with them-in thefleſh , they were his Diſciples and Sc lats Is 
but now he was to goaway from then, and todelegate his powerto'- 
them, which the Father hid given-unto! hirn after his Reſurrection: 


Atatth.28.1 8,19, All power 55 :piuen.nge irs heaven and earth's \- 
Go je therefore and.teach all nitions;. baptiz.mg them,” &c. Joe \ 


I7.18, As thou haſt ſent me into the world; even ſo have 1 | 
them into the world; They were to beleft Minifterially in his ſtead, 
_ 2.Cor.5.20, We, in Chriſt's fed; beſeech you to be;recontiled ts * 
God. Now they were no longertobe reckoned/Dieiples ar Scholars, - 

: but. Teachers; Inftrucers, Maſter-builders z-L Cor«: FJ: to... "And: 


therefore, with reſpeRt to Chriſt, though. they might be called Dilci=" 
ples, 10 long as. heas with them: yet; withretpe&&ro the ! Power - 


and Commiſſion given.unto them b | CiulBchey wetecalled A 
 bywayof/ diſfinion. from'other: Diſciples or Beljeversi 4 

Lis 2.42 ;'their Doftine'was walled" The: types 
a6d-their Miniſtry was not calld Dicpleſhis, 
_ 39-0s | | , 


= 


Lord can performs this :  onely he tha beheverh 16 37- 3 8 | | 
4.28,1 . . 
 Objetion. I, Chriſt gave his Commiſſion to his Diſciples, in the Ob1ef» 
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- To che eenad branch of chi Objeion , That-the Diſciples of 

Coe did baptize before they were called Apoiles , or "ſent out to 
reac 

. -Firh;Tanſwer; that it's not ſb ſafe concluding from a conſequaee, 
as that becauſe Matthew telates a- pafſage Johan 7 oe $ being 

- put-into-priſon,. before he-mentions the f alli of 


| iſciples or Tu 
poltles , that therefore th ' were not called till after Joh» was in ti 


. fon, and conſequently did baptize before they were h poltles : 
 almuchasir's yery-apparent-, the Evangeliſts do and we the Grine 
merhod or order in the placing and relating the Hiſtories of 'the Go- 
1pel; [ſome putting that before; which another puts after : which 
bath caſtno ſmall trouble to thoſe who have attempted to Harmonize 

Go 
goo. [Admitit beas it is objected, and that they did Baptize 
whilet were Diſciples , the Baptiſme is not reckoned theirs, bur 
N- lecieyin faid the made and baptized more diſciples then John, 
; Toh «4.1, Foh.3. 22; He baptized Authoritatively, they Inftrumen= 
tally : He made and baptized. + 
- HethatMiniſteriall doth baptize. another by yertue of Authori- 
ty to him given, hath likewiſe Power and Aogoniny to-judoe of the 
tneſs.of-theperſon whos he baptizeth : ſo did Fo bnby thoſe whom: 
he baptized, Aatth.3. 78,9. So did: Philip pie] unuch, 47. 

$, AG Soulid:Peter by Cornelis and his Fri: 10. 46,47, 
by whoſe Commiſſion; at leaft , if not bhi hand, they were 
by By $0 here the Diſciples were faid to baptize oh. 4, but' * 

was with. them :-:Joh.'3::225\ After theſe things came Jeſus 
jy his Diſciples into the Land of: £59 , aud there be tarrietl 
with them, aud baptized. 
.* The perſons then which were baptized by his Authorit ty and Com- 

- miſſion; he being with them while they were baptized, mult needs have 
their firneſs for admittance to be judged of by ated ſothe Baptiſm 
mult be taid tobe his ;; He may be faid to baptize, becauſe *twas done 
in-his preſence,and by his Authority ; they onely have this ſhare inthe 
Work, that they are uſed Inftrumentally to do that which their Lord: 
and Maſter did Authoritively. 

.Thirdly;\If it may be granted (as I fuppoſe 1 ir may not) thatthe 
Wh 5s Rapkies, inthefourth of Fohn', by Warranz and Com- 
xChaift, ri theinapart from kink 7 gps 
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their'example therein is hot to be drawn into pratice by believers 
now , foraſmuch as Chriſt himſelf was a member of. the Jewiſh 
Church both living and dying, (as it may be eafily proyed,if defired) 
_ anda Maſter of that Church: Rom,15.8, Now I ſay, that Teſws 
Chrift was a Miniſter of the Circumciſion for the truth of God, 
. to confirme the promiſes made unto the Fathers, So were his 
Diſciples likewiſe members of the ſame Church, and ſubſervient'to 


their Lord and Maſter in that Miaiſtration z as hath been proved at 


F 


largeH the former part of this Diſcourſe, | 
Now 'what Chriſt did perform among them by himſelf. or by his 
Diſciples Miniſterially, would not be Warrant to theſe Gentiles for 
their Practice of the ſame, had he not after his ReſufreRion and re- 
ceiving Power from on high , given Power and Command to the  , 
Apoſtles - to teach the Nations -whatloeycr he had Commanded yy,,p g: | 
' them, A: Ee q ; | 19,20, TN 
- Now unleſs it can be ſhewed, where and when the Lord Jeſus, ' or , 
the Apoſtles, did eyer teach Believers, or Diſciples, as Ditciples , to 
Baptize one another,fince his RefurreRion and his taking pofleſſion of . 
all Power to himſelf, and commanding the Apoſtles to deliver thar _-” 
to the Gentiles to be by them obſerved,which he had former taught _— 
the Diſciples "to obſerve themſelyes : I fay, unleſs it can be Bund) in 
Precept or Practice ſince that time, T conceive the fermer Pradtice of 
the Diſciples, in the fonrth of 7ohx, (if it were every way as the Ob- 
jection ſpeaks) baptizing the members of their own Church, the; 
preſence: and bythe Authority of their Lord , he being the Miniſter: 
of the Circumciſion for the Truth of God ; will not prove a fuffici-' 
ent ground for the PraQtice of {uch Diſciples, as is pleaded for by this El. 
Uhj.s. Diſcphs ther are able to Predch the Goſpel, nuvy Bijhdie” og 0M 
O6bj.2. Diſciples that are able to Preach the Goſpel, may Baptize,'O;:2, 
as a by be Practice of the ſcattered Diſciples rods Of Pe. . "I 
ſecution of Stephen, in AtFs8, andin'eAtF. 11.19, 20, Now 
they that were ſcattered abroad upon the perſecution which aroſe. 
about Stephen, travelled as far as Phenice, and Cypras, and An- 
tioch, preaching the Word to none but to the Tews ontly.” Noth 
' not this give ſufficient ground for gifted men, if able to Preach; that” 
they may Baptize alſo? | RA oe 0817 eee,” 
-  Tfſhall anſwerte the laſt branch of this ObjeMion firſt. * = 
| Gifted men, as they. are generally underſtood to be'of py Anſwe - 
| | | all =_ 
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ere! ifted men among the followers of Chriſt, when hegaye 
cots cleyen Diſciples Cooyaben to Teach and Baptizethe Nations, 
Far we read of the ſeventy Diſciples, Lk. 1 0. 16, how that Chriſt 
ſeat them forth to Preach, Shu wp ſuccels they returned with, Ver. 
17,18 19,20, Yet to none of thele, aj to the deven.onely, was 


: the Command of Teaching and Baptizing the Nations given, fo far 


2$ appears tus in the Scripture, Aatth. 28.19. Alark; 16.15. 
Therefore neither belieyers onely , nor gifted men, though able to 
preach to the caſting down Sarhan like Lightning from Heaven , 
without a tru and lawful Authority,. ppoinang/s: , and -Deligning to 
this Work, may warrantably do it. 
: To the "ag ranch, That Diſciples. able to Preach the Golpel 
may Baptize , from AF.8.1,12. Chap.I1.19,20, 

Firſt, I diſtinguiſh berween Preaching, and Publiſhing' or Decla- 
ring : Forafmuch as though he that doth Preach, doth Publiſh the 
thing he Preacheth ; yet one.may publiſh a thing which he may not 


be ſaid toPreach, 25 will appear by this familiar example ; 


_ An Herauld, or Crier; who is inveſted with Authority to declare. 

orpubliſh ſome buſineſs at ſome publike place, he muſt 4 underſtood 
CES himſelf by words , .to — and ſpeak the thing he pub- 
liſhes. or proclaimes : there may be at the ſame time _ a perſon 
preſene, L's hearing andanderſtanding the marter fo. proclaimed, 
may divulge and repeat what they have both heard and teen ; and ſo- 
may be ſaid truely to declare, Yay not to proclaim the thing : though 


the formerin proclaiming the matter, uſed utterance and expreſſion ; : 


yet the later by ute: ing and expreſſing the matter, are not Proclaim- 


| ; Jak itreuthboritate, but obſcryers, and relaters onely of what wary 


ave ſeen and heard. . 
Let thiscuxcumlocution be taken in good part ; for itmeans well, 
and may give ſome help to the underſtanding of what follows. 
" Wheno our Lord Jeſus was to leaye the world, and to fend his Am- 
baſſadours forth into the world.in his Name and ſtead, he command- . 
ed them, to- preach the Goſpel to every creature, Mark I' 6.1L 5: 
| KnpuZane 3 Every mia, Predicate Evangelium. 
The word which our Lord Jelus uſcth in this Commiſſion.is a word 
of $ Pome: &-ATIY + - it comes of KiguZ, praco; "i # 
eral 


_ . Beides theſe, (fo.abundantly averflowing was the grace of | God; 
that).the beholders of. it were {> filed:with joy and admiration; that 
where-eyer they came, they could not: clinſe but be telling what things: 
they had heard and ſeen, and what had been done of them. - Which 
aopneioe of theirs, had many Ro this bleſſed effect; that ir made. I 
the perlons.to whom thisftrangue: ( though good ) \news'came 7 & 7 
thedtobeieveix, ortobe 075 ek after Ugn B00) Hep it -likerhae | 
of old. ;. O\ thow-fatreſt: among 'mamen , 1 whither i thy Beloved; 
gone, that we may ſeek;himwith thee 3 Cant. 5.9. and® 67. or 
that of- the, womanof., Sameria; Foh-4:2 91,:'' Come; ſee amantbat 
told me allthingo whatever 1 did. 1s not this the Chriſt 7: Joh'q: 
3.944024 1342, 4nd many af. the' Samaritans belted owhwnifor 
the ering of the waman which reftifieds He vold mealbberever 
17 did. And many more believed, becauſe of. his own nads ny: 
ary | ; ' TE 
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tuchw ee Wes Mardi, who being fo filled with the 
tend news he Lord's Reſurredtion , that he ran cad old the | 


24 IT '9: \gnd 25:10 when the word Euingely is ap» 

plie its. the Angel, it is retulerdd ro ſhew or declare good newy. 
'But in-Like 4,18 , when it's: applied to Chriſt, it's rendered to 
preach, the Goſpel. 
. In Aﬀs.21.26, Paul is Gd to enter into the Tem le, rofg Th 
fe. or declare the accompliſhment of the days of Purification : oft 
| Word is. Arey iv, is: 6. aynuntio., Which word is rendered; 
Luke 9-60., 'But go thou and preach the king Hors of” God : An» 
nuntia regnum Dei : of Diangells. 

In Zn 8.1, it's ſaid of Chriſt , He went preaching and eyan= 
oclizing , or ſhewing the glad ridings of the Kingdom-”” And in 
I Theſſ. 3.6, But when Timotheus came from you #ntv'1 ,* and 
brought us good tidings of your faith and charity,&c.Ev&yjaxvuuhte. 

Rev. 0. 7, As he bath eat to hrs ſervants the Pre- 
phets : - Eu eypinioun, > 


| To-apply. what hath been ſaid, to the Scriptures propounded 
veg the preaching of the ANITA IO." » Atts 8. and 
Atts 11. - 

Firſt, they are not ſaid to preach , viz. to Prodajm to Ci ac- 
cording to the fgnification of that word which was uſed by Chriſt 
when firit he gave the Commiſſion ," Aſark.1 6. 1.5, KnpuEer: 70 iu- 
ayer. - It, 15 not laid: (as here, Chriſt commanded ) that. they 
Preached the Goſpel but, that they Evangelized ; Evangelizantes 
verbum.. Whic RH though it be frequently tranſlated preach- 
ed, which-it may well bear when it is applied to ſuch as had power, 
| Kr He -authorit A preach the. Evangel; yer it is diſtinguiſhed as a 

differing fron preaching, | when Exangelizing and- Preaching 

ether; - Link'8. x, it's. ſaid of Chriſt, He went thorow every 
þ gs as, village, Predicans & Evangelizans regunn Dei. Thy 

- do'nat-lay-in-the Engliſh, Preaching and preaching the kirigdom of 
Ged.; but; Preaching and ſhewin the glad tidings of t T e'king- 


| dom of God.- Which later expreſſion , ſhews'the true proper mean- 


ng of Evangelizing, ah or dictaring B gud tidinos whether b 
EYE otherwiſe, |. SD BY, , 


HA Sq 4 
"Of Philip ir'sfaid , not onely that he epangelized, butit's allo 
faid of him, that he preached Chriſt tothem of Samaria ; ixiquorw 
euiTors Tov Xexoov » Atts 8.5. and he baptized themallo, verſe 12 ; 
' Which is not ſaid of any of the other Diſciples which were of this 
diſperſion, either in the ergþth or eleventh Chapter. 

And not without {ome reafon may this diſtin&tion be between Ph#- 
lip and the-reſt of the diſperſion, foratmuch as he was one of thoſe 
who was admitred into the ſervice of the Church by laying on of 
hands, As 6.5,6. and was allo an Evangeliſt, A#.1 2.8. and con- 
ſequently one of thoſe the Apoſtle numbersup, in Epheſ.4.1 1, which 
Chriſt oave for the work of the Afiniſtery. Wherefore, not with- 
out reaſon may it be oblerved, that of him onely it is ſaid, He preach- 
ed and baptized , of the reſt onely, They evangelized. 

'  Secendly, The Diſciples in As 11.19, 20, 'tis faid, They 
ſpake the word to none but to the Fews onely , Mid nanivres mv 
Aogov, Nemini lequentes perbum. Soyerl.20, Loquebantur ad 
Grecos , They ſpake unto the Grecians, The fame word is uſed in 
Epheſ. 4. 25 , Loquimini quiſque weritatem proximo ſus : 
Speak every man truth with ht neighbour. E-: 


Thirdly, Where they are ſaid, in the next words, to evangelize 

the Lord Jeſus, which is tranſlated preach, both here,and frequent- 

| lyelſewhere ; it is a word which fignifieth to publiſh: or declare gond, 
being compounded of Eu bexe , and *Ayyiaua Annuntiatio. 

Itis faid of Afary Magdalene, Joh.20.1 8, ſhe did declare (of 
2my4au0e) tothe Diſciples. Soit is recorded of her, JAark 1 6.10, 
Tlla profefto annunciavit its qui cum ipſo fuerant : Amiyyens : 
She did ſhew, or declare,or tell them that had been with him, &c. 
Matth. 28. 10, Amyyeintres Annuntiate fratribus meis : Shew 
wy brethren, or, declare to my brethren, that they go into Ga- 
lilee. | | | | 

Who would not conclude from theſe Scriptures,that Aſdary Mag- 
Agalene was a true Preacher of. the. Reſurre&tion of Chinſt , and did 
truely eyangelize the tidings thereof ? Yet the Tranſlations render its 
that ſhe ro/d the diſciſples, and, Go, tell my diſciples : whenas, 
if it be well conſidered , it might -as truely have been faid of Aary, 
that ſhepreached the Lord. Jeſus and the ReſurreQion, asit is aid of 
thoſe Diſciples in 4s 11, 19, of whonr it way be thus ſaid: 
That having by the providence " God been ſcattered , by means of 
ft | Ste» _ 
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Stephen's perſecution , they could not but ſpeak the' things- which 
they had heard and ſeen, As 4.20, And in 1foh.1.2,3, the 
two words are expreſſed which the Apoſtles uſe in As 4. 19, 20, 
touching theſe Diſciples : We cannot but fpeak,, nancy, and. ſhew. 
#nt On emryerimuls Guive And verſe 3 , it's rendered in Engliſh, 
We declare unto you. | 
© Soit might fall ont with theſe Diſciples in their diſperſion , that the 
glory which they had ſeen, they could not but tell it, and declare it, 
and ſpeak it eyerywhere,as they went : and whereloeyer the tidings of 
it came, it was news . and, in reſpe& of the Subject of it, it was.. 
o00d news 4. it was Goſpel, or glad tidings. 
*  Butas the tidings hereof was ſtrange and rare to the Gentiles, to. 
whom it thus unexpectedly came : o the tidings of their receiving it 
by this means, and upon this occaſion , was as ſtrange to the Church 
at Jeruſalem; who, upon the hearing of it , ſent Perey and Joh: to. 
Samaria, and' Barnabas to Antioch. Which ſeems to me a thing. 
needleſs, if, in the Church's account , the Diſciples Miniſtery had- 
been eſteemed tufficient for this-work. | 
But leſtit ſhould be thought this diſtintion may not be ſuſficiently 
orounded upon the Word of Truth , but may favour- of a Critical 
Curiofity ; I ſhall ſubmit what hath been ſpokens tothe examination- 
and cenfure of an Impartial Judgement. = 
In the mean time, while that which hath been. ſpoken lies under 
Examination , that which remains to be ſpoken, may ſeryeto ankyer 
the Objedtion. EP 
; 24. _ ThereforeI propoſe in the ſecond place, - 
- -2. ]f it might be ſuppoſed or admitted , that the ſcattered Diſci- 
_ ples mentioned in the eighth and eleyenth of the As, did as truely 
preach ,- as they were truely icattered ; yet it's not faid that they did 
Baptize, aSthe Brethren do who urge this Scripture for their practice ; 
Phzlip onely excepted ,. who is alſo called an Evangeliſt, As 21. 
whych is a part of the gift given by Chritt ; for the work of the Mi- 
niſltery; Eph,4.11,12., DE. oo ge WO le 1 
 - Admit they did both Preach and Baptize, yet it muſt be remem-. 
bred that they were Diſciples who themſelves were Baptized : For 


- 
bd . 
. 5 


they weremembers of 'the true Church-at Hierufalem, and ſcattered 


fronithenee,” AF,8., 1,2, At. 11,19; * 


We. = 

Tf the Brethren uroing theſe for a pattern of Imitation for Preach- 
ing and Baptizing, will be meaſured by this pattern, | 

| It muſt be then ſuppoſed, | | ' 

' Firſt; That they be members of a truly-conſtiruted vifible Church, 

as theſe of the Diſperſion were, AF.8.1,2, | 


Secondly, That they are a with the knowledge of Fundamen- 


tals of worſhip, and with thoſe gifts of the Holy Spirit, (now called 
extraordinary gifts ) with which that Church was endued, and theſe 
ſcattered members amoneft others might not want their ſhare, con- 
fidering that in A, 2. 3, 4, it's faid , that there appeared cloven 
tongues, like as of fire, and ſate upon each of them, And they 
were all filled with the holy Spirit, and began to ſpeak, with other 
Tongaes. as the Spirit gave them utterance. | 

' Butleſt it ſhould be ſaid , This was onely the pouring out of the 


holy Spirit upon the Apoſtles, according to the promiſe of the Fa+- 


ther, A#.1 4,8; orif itdoextend it ſelf toall preſent, it could be 


but to the hundred and twenty who continued together with one 


accord , waiting for the promiſe of the Father : And whereas 
there was a great and plentiful increafe and addition of Belieyers 
and Diſciples to this firſt number, as appears , AF.2.41,47 ; there- 
fore it's {aid , after this great increaſe and plentiful addition of 
Diſciples , in the: fourth Chapter of the AZs , that when the Apo- 
files Peter and John had been examined and threatned by the high- 
| Prieſt and his accomplices, A#F.4.6, it's faid in Verſe 23, They re- 
turned to therr owne company , and reported all that the chiefe 
Prieſts and Elders had ſaid of them. Aud when they heard that, 
they lift up their voyce with one accord, and ſaid, Lord, thou art 
the God, &c. | ” 
© The Company lift up their voyce , as well as Peter and Foha - 
for it was done by them all with one accord. And in Yerſ. 30, 
31 , when they had prayed, the place was (haken where they 
were aſſembled t ogether,and they were all filled with the holy Spi- 
rit; and ſpake the word of God with boldneſs. © | 
Thirdly, Thar they go forth with a power and preſence of . Jeſu 
Chriſt ro the World; as Chriſt had'promiſed to afford to thoſe firſt 
Meſſengers, Marth. 28. 20, Lo, I am with you ; and accordingly 
did accompany their Meſſage for it's confirmation, Har.16.20, The 
Lord working with them, confirming the Word with Signes fol- 
| | E 2 lowing. 
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were not tO labour for the meat. which pel iſhcth, how ſhould that - 


"_ _ = _ | | 
lowing. Which he alfo did manifeſt to P hilip, Aft. 3. 5,6 7 . who 
confirmed his word by the miracles which he did : which is not faid 
of the reſt of the Diſperſion who Evangelized , or ( as we read it ) 


Preached the Word. To all which this may againe be remem- 


bred, 

\ That no perſon did ever go forth, and Preach to the World the 
Goſpel of Chrilt ſincerely , in the Term that here is uſed , (vz.) 
xnpyoruy, but was enabled to confirm that Word by the viſible preſence 
of the Lord Jelus, viz. by Signes and: Miracles : according ta 
AAatth. 28.20. Mark, 16. to the end. RES 

And on the contrary , I read not that any which did Evangelize 
the Lord Jelus tothe World, either upon. occaſion of their dilperſion, 
or otherwiſe , were fo enabled to confirm. their DoArine ; the Apo. 
(tes onely excepted , who did Preach as well as Evangelize ; or ra- 
ther,did indeed preach the Evangel : according to that which is ſpoken 
of Chriſt himlelf, Luk. 8. 1. And theſe, as they did preach by 
Command and Authority : ſo they were enabled to confirm that Au- 
thority, by a viſible preſence of Chrilt with them. Ut ſupra. | 

The Brethren therefore who urge theſe Scriptures for their War= 
rant for Preaching and Baptizing one another, being meaſured by 
this pattern , I conceive their diſparity will be apparent, if it_ be but 
friendly and candidly canſidered ; and may ſomewhat abate the diſ- 
pleaſure which ſeems to be taken againſt thoſe who- cannot. practiſe 
as they do, for the Reaſons before alleadged, 

Objett. Paul taich of himſelf, that Chriſt ſent him-not to Bap=- 
tize, but to Preach the Goſpel ; Intimating , that to Baptize, is infe= 
ow ro preaching : Therefore they which may do the greater, may da 

the lefs. : 

Anſw. That the Apoſtle Pal did Baptize aswell as Preach, is - 
evident from the ſame- Scripture, x Cor. i. where he faith , he 
baptized Crifpus and Gaius, and the houſhold of Stephanus : (and 
this he did not without Authority) the ſpeech therefore of the Apoltle 
in ſaying, Chriſt ſent me not to Baptize, but to Preach, is rather 
to be taken Comparatively, then Poſitively ; not fo much to Baptize, 

aSto-Preach 3. according to that ſaying in oh.6.27, Labour not for 


" the.meat that periſheth, but for the meat which endureth unta 


everlaſting life. Which expreflion if it were Poſitive, that men. 


be 
) | 
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be underſtood of the Apoftle, & OM to labour? Epheſ, 1.4, 
28. 2Theſ.3.10, Thu we commanded you that if any man wonld 
uot work, he ſhould not eat. Beſides the example of himlſelt, At. 
20. 34,3 5- Nor may it be therefore urged, that becauſe the Apeltle 
uſerh this ſpeech comparatively, that therefore Baptilme mult be an 
Ordinance or Appointment of the Lord Jelus inferiour to Preaching : 
for it would be inquired, Where this diftin*tion of Superiority and in= 
feriority , hath. it's riſe and foundation among the Inſtitutions of 
Chriſt ; and particularly between theſe two, v1z. Preaching.and Bap. 
tizing”: the rather, conſidering, that tro whom , and at what time he 
oave the command touching Preaching ; to them. and atthat time, he 
gave the other touching Baptizing, Matth. 28. 18, 19, 20. From 
whence this Concluſion hath been drawn (formetly, and as 1 con- 
ceiye according to truth ). That they which have power and authori- 
ty to Preach, have likewile power and authority to Baptize : Not 
from this Reaſon, becauſe that having power to do the greater, v7. 
Preaching ; therefore they have power to dothe els, wiz. Bapti- 
zing : for this is a diſtintion made by ſome men, but not counte- 
nanced: by the holy Scripture : Bur rather, in afmuch as the Lord 
Jeſus did at one and the fame time , to one and the felf-ſame perions, 
give command that they ſhould both preach and baptize, and that 
by vertue of the power given to him ; thence it follows moſteyident- 
ly, that to them to whom power was given to Preach, tothem allo ; 
was authority given to Baptize : elſe the Apoſtle Paz/ had wanted '- 
authority for the baptizing of them. he did baptize, or that he had no 
other then this, viz. that becauſe he might do the greater, which was 
to preach,therefore he might do the lets, which was to Baprize. Which ; 
Conclufion,as it is not clear , ſoit is.not ſafe , becaule ir is not found. 43 
in Scripture. To which may be added thele few words, which offer 
themſelves rather for a friendly trial,;then for a poſitive aſſertion: 
The Apofile Pazl witnefſeth of himlelf, that he was oze of the 
leaſt of the Apoſtles, and was as oze born ont of due time, 1. Cor. 
IF. 8,9. | 
Now it is. to be obſeryed', that to-the Eleyen was the command 
given to baprtize the Nations, in expreſs termes, Afatrh.28. ; 
 'Wedo not read that the fame command was in fo many words 4 
| laid upon him, when he was called and ſent forth by the Lord Jetus. q 
'- Inthathe did baprize any one, it was not of his.own head ;. far he © + 
| had. 8 
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| (30) 
*had the minde of Chriſt, x Cor.2.16 , whogave to his Ambaſſh- 
'dours or Meſſengers not onely power to preach, but authority to þ4- 
ptize allo, Matth.28.19. And in that he was not more Polen 
in baptizing, or baptized no more , he was not thereunto {fo elpeci- 
ally ſent as the former, who had the command in exprels words. He 
:had it onely in Authority , and therefore upon occaſion did exercile 
-and perform 1t : They had it not onely in Authority,but alſo in Com- 
mand ; therefore they mult perform it, and might not omit it, they 
being lent in an eſpecial maniner thereunto. gs 
This kinde of reatoning the Apoltle gives occafion for in another 
caſe, touching the exerciſe of his Miniſtery 4 whereas he teltifieth of 
himfelf;in a efpecialmagner.that he was an Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
and therein d1d 92agnifie his office , Rom. 11.13 ; and that unto 
Peter was committed the Apoſtleſhip of -the Cirenmceiſion, Gal, 2. 
.- Þ727:8,9, as unto him'the Goſpel of Uncironmeiſion. And this 
diſtribution was yery eminent ; yet aor 1o,but that Perer might preach 
to the Gentiles, as Pal alſo did to the Jews, as appeatreth by his 
frequent preaching in the Synagogues, AtF.1 3. wt. &c. 
 Whence may be concluded , Though the Apoſtle Par/ had a par- 
ricular Mifſfion to the Gentiles , whoſe Ambaſſadour or Apoſtle he 
particularly was -; yet he alſo might preach to the Jews, where-eyer 
they were. and that without fin; which accordingly he did, (as many 
places teſtifie.) So, although the ſame Apolile, whenthe was at firlt 
called, had not an expreſs Command touching Baptiſm, as the Eleyen 
had, (in lo many words ; ) yet neverthelels he wanted not ſufficient 
Authorityfor to baptize thoſe whom he did baptize , without degra- 
ding this Ordinance, and making of it inferiour to Preaching, as this 
ObjeEtion would infer from the Apoltle's ſpeech , when he faith, 
Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, but to cvangel:1z2e. Which inference 
beinginforced as a conſequence; needs a proof from Scripture, before 
 . it can impoſe belief upon any perſon. | 
FObjeft. - » Objelt. When Chill gave power and authority to the eleven 
Eo Diſciples to teach all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, Son. and holy Spirit , he added, Matth. 28.20, Lo, [ 
anmwith you all the 7 fete unto the end of the world, How's: 
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* this Scripture fulfilled', if there be not a Miniſtery continued to the 
7 end of the world > FRA | 2 
, Anſs We  Anſws. This command of Chriſt tohis Apoſiles,. and this promiſe 


of his preſence with.them to. the end of the world , muſt be conſt- 
dered as being made to thole eleven indiyidyal perſons , or elie with. 
tuch others as were to ſucceed them in that work of Miniſtery, teach- 
ino the Nations, baptizing them in the Name of' the Father, Son. and 
holy Spirit, | teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever Chriſt 
had commanded them. 3% | | 
* Furſt, If it refpecterh the Eleven onely, then there muſt be another = 
underſtanding of thoſe words, The end of the world , then is moſt 
commonly received : for , according to the common acceptation of 
the end of the world , taking it for the utmolt and extremeſt part of 
time , fo it- could not be applied to the Apoſtles perſonally ; who. 
lived not to fee the end of the world in that fence ; according to that 
Scripture, Zech. 1. 5, Your fathers, where are they? the Pro- 
phets, dothey live forever ? | R 
Secondly , If it reſpect a Succeſſion of Miniſtery, it mult be either 
an Apottolical National Miniſtery', for mg, I IO 
or aPaſtoralCongregational Minittery.tor feeding, y wail 
or both. - Eo 
- Now that this Succeſfion of Miniſtery, in both or either of theſe 
kindes, is not lo viſible (as it's commonly judged) hath been already: 
. proved, and needs ot again be repeated. 
Nor doth it hence follow , that any imputation of unfaithfulneſs; 
ſhould be fixed upon the moſt righteous God ; as if he mult needs 
be rendered un:tiehteous, unlets there be a continuation of Miniſtery, 
either Apoſtolical or Paſtoral , becauſe that he hath ſaid , 'that they, 
teaching, the Nations to eblerve whatloever he had commanded, &ce- 
lo, he was with them all the days, tothe end of the world.  : 
And that this may the more clearly appear , confider what is- 
ſpoken rouching Ez and his houle, in 2 Sam. 2.30,.to the end. /- 
ſaid that thy houſe, and the honſe of thy father , ſhould walk, be+- © 
fore me for ever ; 1.e.. inthe Prieſtkood, Exed, 28. 1; 41; 43.- 
Exod.40:13, 14s 1 5. Put now the Lord ſaith,' Be it far from 
ze : for them that honour me, I will honour , and they that. dew- 
ſpiſe me: ſhall be lightly eſteemed. ag | HA 
. God had promiicd efron, and his ſeed after him, and that bya.” 
Statute for eyer,, the execution, of the Prieſts office, Exod. 40. 15.3: 
| yet there was implied in this promile this-condition, that they ſhould | 
continue to hanour God, itt that Adminiſtration.' And theugh this- 
IEP | | | WAS- 
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| was not expreſt, it was ever Cd Rood, as is evident, de fatto, in the 
caſe of Nadab and Abihn, Leyit.1 0. who, for offericg with ftrange 
fire which the Lord commanded them not , were "deyoured by fire 
. Levit, xo, fromtheLord. And Moſes ſaid , This is that the Lord ſaid, I 
3. - mwill be ſauBlified in all them that come nigh me , and before all 
| toe people will [ be glorified. And Aaron held hi peace. | 
The like manner of God's proceedings doth appear , in expreſs 
terms, inthe caſe of E/; and his ſons, in the place before alleadged 
though God had faid, touching him and his fathet's houſe , that they 
ſhould walk before him for ever, 1 Sam. 2. Jo. and yet doth there 
ſay ,” Behold. I will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy fathers 
Honſe. And the man of thine which I ſhall n#t cut off from my 
altar , ſhall be to conſume thine eyes, and to grieve thy heart. 
And he that is left in thy houſe, (hall ſay, Put me, I pray thee, m- 
"a to one of the Prieſts offices that 1 may eat a piece of bread.Which 
was accordingly fulfilled in the next Chapter, and in 1 Kizgs 
2.27. 7 
The Lord gives the reaſon of this ſeeming-contradiction , why he 
ſbould ſay of E!:, and of his father's houle, that they ſhould walk 
before him in the Prieſthood for ever; and yet doth alſo declare and 
accordingly accompliſh, that the Continuation or Succeſſion ſhall be 
cutoff ; as it was from the poſterity of E/;, and likewiſe from the 
line of Aaron, before the time of the expiration of the Molaical dif- 
penſation. The reaſon of this. the Lord exprefſeth, in theſe words : 
But now be it far from me : for, them that honoar me, I will ho- 
 nomr ,- and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. | 
_  Thongh, with reſpect to the Eternal condition of belizyers , the 
fonndation of God ffands ſure, having this ſeal, The Lord knows 
who are his, 2 Tim.2. 19. and that there 1s nocondemnation to 
them that are in Chriſt Feſus, Rom. 8.1 .. and though #e#ther life, 
nor death, nor angels. nor principalities, nor powers. nor any other 
creature, fhall be able to ſeparate a believer from the love of God 
which is in C brift Jeſus, Rom. 8. wlt, foralmuch as the Father 
which gave themrto Chriſt, i greater then all, and none ſhall be 
able to pluck them out of the Fathers hands, Joh. lo. 28, 29. 
nay, fmt RIF ſhall nor be able to have dominion over them , Roms. 
6414. Rom.7.25,26, Yet, withreſpe&toany External condition 
which may befal them, how eminently-glorious loeyerit may bang 
| waat 
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what promiſe ſoever.may be made unto it, yetthe Equity of this cor-, 
dition is implied, if .not expreſſed , thar the perſon to whom ſuch pro- 
-mile of External bleſſing or preſence is made,are engaged to walk 
with God, to be found honourirg of God, &c. 

Upon this is the Entail to be reckoned ; and God no longer can 
in faith be expectcd to perform his part , then ſuch a perſon or people 
are found faithful withGod on their part. 5% 

He that honours me, I will bonour ; and they that deſpiſe me, 
ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 1Sam.2.30,31, &c. I Chron. 28, 
7,9, If —__ ſeek him , he will be found of thee . bat if thog 
forſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever. Which forſaking and ' 
caſting off, are expounded in Pſal.39. 30;31,32 33.34: If bs 
children for ſake my law, and walk not in my judgements, I will 
eiftt their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and their iniquity with 
ſtripes : neverth:leſs my loving kindneſs will I not mtterly take: 
from him , nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. And in 2 Chron. 7. 
16,17,18,19, 20, 21,22 , may beſcen at large the Coyenant 
God made with So/emor touching the Temple and its continuance. 

' For now have I choſen and ſanltified this houſe, that my Name 
may be there for ever:and my eyesand my heart ſhall be there per- 
petually. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me as David 
thy father walked, and do according to all I command thee ; then 
1will eftabliſh the throne of th kingdom, according 4s I have co- 
venanted with David thy father. But if ye turn away and for ſake 
27 ſtatutes and my commandments which I have ſet before you, 
and go and ſerye other gods, and worſhip them ; then I will pluck. 
them up by the roots, and this houſe will I caſt out of my fight» 
and make it to be-a Proverb, and a by-word among all nations. 

The fame thing is declared by the Lord to Aſa, in 2 Chroy, 1 5. 
2, Hear yome, A(a, and all Judah and Benjamin the Lord is. 

with Nas while ye be with him : if ye ſeek him he will be found of 
Jon; but if you Grfaks him,he will forſake you. RET pt 
Which thing the Lord did accompliſh to a title, as to their exter- 

- nal enjofments, both as concerning their Land, their Temple, andalt- 
their outward glory, . iF TIX 
. Now from. the preceding paſſages of the Scripture, it doth ap- . 
pear:that the Lord,when he made any promiſe of an external concera-. 
gacat or conſideration, it did __ import that- man was bound as 
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CE ee (34) .. 
well on his part; toa holy, and faithful , and obedient walking with - 
God, as he was to expeRt a fairhful performance on-Gods part , of 
the thing promiled ; and that a neglect, on mans part. did neceſſarily 
infer a diſobligement on Gods part., The Lord « with you. while 
you are with him: but if you forſake him. he will forſake you, 
3 Chron. 15.2. Oras to Els, He that hozourethme , [ will ho- 
our , but he that diſpiſeth me, ſhall be lightly *Rteemed, 1 Sam. 

2.30, Nor dothit feemto have been hionitide of Old onely, as. 
under that diſpenſation - but in the very place mentioned, 24atrh. 28. 
verſ. the laft, befides the equity of the thing, that very Scripture 
holds forth no leſs then what hath been already 'propounded. Por 
there, as he promiſeth to be with them all the dayes, to the end of 
the world, \o he commanded that they ſhould continne teaching 
the nations. to obſerve all things whatſoever he had commanded 
them. For he faith not, Teach the natrons to obſerve all things,but 
reaching ; which being a Participle of the preſent tenſe, fionifieth the 
doing,” and continuance in doing the thing which is commanded, and 
whereunto the promile of his preſence is annexed. Sothat if Chriſt did 
promiſe his preſence with a Miniſtery to the end of theworld, it was - 
with themz eaching the nations to obſerve all things whatſoever he 
had commanded them.or with fuch aMiniftery as did teach and bap- 
tize the nations, andicontinue teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever he had commanded them, But if that Miniſtery, in 
ſtead of teaching the nations whatſoever Chriſt” commanded , 
ſbould either ceaſe fo reach the nations at all, or teach them that 
which Chriſt comminded them not ; or ſhould teach them to'obſerve 
_ theprecepts of men, inſtead of the commandments of Chriſt , the 

continuance of the preſence of Chriſt with fuch a — not to 
be concluded upon, as if ic were entailed upon it by this Scripture : : 
But rather that equity of God held forth in the former Scriptures, is 
rotakeplace here : * Him that honoureth me, T will honour : but 
he that diſpiſeth me”, ſhall be lightly eſteeemed, ' — 
_ - And'this is not onely true with reſpeCtto the Nations Miniſtery, or - 

the Miniftery appoinced by Chtift ro. teach and baptize the nations , - 
: butalſo touching the Miniſtery in the Churches : That if they allo - 
continue not in the Doctrine of Chriſt, or ſhall not continue teach- - 
ing to obſerve all things, what Chriſt hath commanded them, His . 

| Fieſence is not obliged- to tobe with themncither, Revs 2. verſe 2 
ex; | | come - 
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- 35) Go 

pared with the fifth : the KS: of this to be extended both to- 
mrch and Miniſtery, as of old to the Prieſthood and the Temple 
and no untighteouſnels to be fixed upon God, neither then nor now, 
for ſuffering them to be eclipſed or diſcontinued. Foraſmauch as 

they ceaſed to honour God, no wonder if God ceaſe to honour them 

with his preſence 3 and when they began to difpiſe him, he alſo light- 

ly eſteemed of them. And this hath been the condirion of the 

Chriſtian Churches and Miniſtery ; and o it's like to be,until the day 

of the Reſtauration. 

It's alſo to be remembred , that a people, by their miſuſing of a 
mercy or bleſſing , may draw upon themſclyes a diſcontinuance of 
that bleſſing or mercy for a ſeaſon 5 which may :not extend fo far as 
'toan annihilation or .extirpation thereof, but that-it may have its 

olſibility of reſtauration, and in duetime its real accompliſhment. 
; Ir's ſaid, touching the Land of Canaan, Gern.17.8, 1 will give to- 
thee and thy ſeed after thee.the land of thy ſojourning,all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion, Gen. 48. 4. — — 

Yertitis not unknown how this promile, which ſeemes to be made 
to them abſolutely , hath by their RE and tran{ereffions againſt 
God ;/ atall times not been. performed ;- but: that people 'haye been 
ſpewed out, even by their own Land ; accordingfas it was intimated 
tq them by Moſes, Levit.18.28, That the land ſpew not you out 
alſo when you defile it, as it. fpemed out the vations that wer be< 
fore you, Levit.20. 22. Which thing he alſo accompliflied:arcogding 
to his word by [eremiah,Chap,7.15,16,1 9;and many other places: 
which had its particular fulfilling ; in their ſeveral Captivities under 

Hoſhea, Salmaneſer, and Zedeksah. But though they were depri- 


' 


ved of their poſſeflions for a time, yer not of their right 0 inheritance _— 


that was theirs (till ; and accordingly, aftertheir land had fulfilled her 
Sabbaths, and they. had-continued.in their baniſhed condition accor- 
'ding to their time appointed, ' feventy years ; they were returned into = 
their own land .(as it is called ) according to the: Word of the Lord. 
Sowas it touching their Temple-ſtate ; God had faid,z King. 9.3, 
7 have hallswed this houſe which thowhaft built ;to put my Name 
there for ever : andimine eyes ani my beart ſhall be there perpeti« 
gly;'s Cirarg ago ite fo Þ fo c8 7 55d: blu) cio le 
 Nowas theextent or duration of this Temple, and its worſhip,was 
£0 expire in the fulneſs of time; ag all _ legal Miniltrations were, 
J He an 
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i the appearing-of the Lord Jeſus, and the ſubſtituting of: the Chri- 
ftian Church and Miniſtery ;- yet-before this time was fully come 
wherein the Veil of the Temple was to be tent, and Zfoſes to be bu- 
ried, as-to his Adminiſtration ; T'iay , Before thistime was .accom- 
pliſhed, this. Temple and its Worſhip fell under a Difcontinuance and 
Di(uſe, by reaſon of the fins of the Prieſts and People ;- according as 
the Lord had faid, in 2 Chrg#.7:19,20,21,2 2, and had according« 
ly effected in proceſs of time, as appears. in. the Captivity by Zede- 
fab, and in the Lamentations, Chap. 2.6, 7. . He hath violently 
taken away his tabernacle. as a garden ; he hath deſtroyed hes 
palaces of the aſſembly : the Lord hath cauſed the ſolemn feaſts 
and ſabbaths to be forgotten.in Sion, and deſpiſed in the indigna- 
tion of his anger the king and the. prieſts : the Lord hath caſt off 
hw altar, he Lath abhorred his ſanitaary , he hath given.up into 
the hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces : they have made a 
noiſe. in the houſe of the Lord. as inthe day of.. a ſalemn feaſt. 
Notwihftandirg which dealing of his towards them, he cauſed 
them to return at the time appointed, . to build their, walls, and to re- 
ſtore their Worſhip, according to the Word which he had ſpaken by 
his holy Prophets, becaule as yet the full time was not come, where» 
in the Entail was to be cut off from this people. 


-.. That which I would haye obſeryed 'in this Circumlocution, is 
\.;thiss PIiz.. | TED | 
Firſt, That although God had promiſed that his .eyesand his 
heart ſhould be upon-that houſe which So/ozzox had built, perpetual» 

- by ; yetthat time was a prefixt and limited time... 
- .. Secondly , That before the time limited wherein there was to be 
- aceflation of the Temple. and Temple-Worſhip , there was a Dif 
- continuance, as tothe enjoyment andexerciſe of it, which befel that 
pou through their tranſgreſſions. and fin ; infomuch that itmay be 
id, They ſinned thenlelves into a diſuſe of their Mercy ; which ber 
#e)-them' for a time, during their Captivity, till their reftoration. 
- Thirdly. That whereas it was by divine intendment ,. that at the 
-rime appointed-thedaihpſactifice ſhould ceaſe, the Temple-work and 
' Worſhip ſhould be art an end, of which expwation God himielf 
| would be the author and procurer ;: yer theſe people beforehand , by 
- theix fins, procured themſelves a Separation, Baniſhment, and Capti».. | 
16 | mY | | Vilya.. 
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(37) 
vity, for the ſpace of teyenty yeers ; though then; at the end-thereof, 
God graciouſly returned their Capavity. | 
So would I that it were conhdered touching the promiſe of our 
Lord Jetus to the Apoſtles, or to the Chriſtian Miniſtery, Lo, [ am 
with you all the days unto the end of the world : XEM 
Firſt , Thar there is a time limited for the continuation of his pre- 
ſence with theny as a Miniſtery , at which time there is to bea ceſfa- 
tion thereof, as to a Miniſtery , when the work for which the Mini- 
ſtery was given , is fulfilled , according to Eph.4.11, 1 2.13,14- 


| andthis according to divine purpoſe, and fore-appointment of God, 


Till we all cometo the unity of the faith, &ce 

Secondly., Thar it's noſſl le for the Succeſlors of the Apoſtles, in 
the work of their Miniſtery, to make ſh1pwrack, of faith and a good 
conſcience, to prove falle Teachers, and privily to bring in damna- 
ble dotrines , and throngh covetouſneſs to make merchandice of 
men ; proving ſpots and blemiſhes , ſporting themlelyes with their 
own deceivings ; having eyes full of adultery, that cannot ceaſe 


from. ſin ; begyiling unftable-louls, exerciled with coyetous practices ; 


curſed children, which have forſaken the right way,and gone aſtray, 
following the way of Balaam the ſou of Boſor , who loved the 
wages of anrighteouſne(s. | 


Nay, all this the holy Apoſtles of our Lord did foretel Chould be, 
as may particularly be inſtanced in the Epiftles of Paul Peter Jude ; 
and this iniquity began to work in a Myſtery before the Apolites letc 


the earth , and afterwards mightily prevailed, as the Hiſtory of time 


will evidence ; and moſt eminently, that learned Diſcourte of Maſter 
Mede , called The Apsſtacie of the laſt times, and Clappam's 
Brief upon the Bible ; and became as that Scripture faith, 1/a.28.8, 
The prieſts and the prophets erred through flirong drink,; they are - 
ſwallowed up of wine ; they are out of the way through ſtrong. 
drink, They erre in viſion, they ſtumble in judgement : for all 
tables are full of vomit and-filthineſs ; there 1s no place clean. 
And this will be found to haye been the condition of the Miniſtery 
ſoon after the Apoſtles time, and fo forward.cver fince that pretended . 
Vicar of Chrift,that falſe Vice-Chriſt, hath, as Ged;let.himielf iz the - 
temple of God. and hath.fent forth-his Angels , Meflengers; or Apo- 


«{Ves. viz, Nuntio's, Cardinals Legats,and what not? whereby he hath 


darkened the countel of God, 'by feigned and deyiled words and Mi- | 
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(38) 
-- From which we may expe to be delivered , when' the moſt High 
ſhall ſend his great Angel to enlighten the earth with his glory. The 
fields being now grown almolt white to the harveſt, the Lord of 
the harveſt will, in mercy to the ignorance of his poor people, rhruft 
forth labourers into the harveſt. | | 
Oh turn again our Captivity (allo) as the rivers of the ſouth, 
' who are fallen under a ditule of our mercy, our firſt Miniftery, which 
our Lord, aſcending on high. gave, as gifts to men, for the perfelt- 
"ing the number of: the Sarnts , and edifying the body of Chriſt > 
which though diſcontiaued, becauſe of our and our forefathers fins, 
yet may be reſtored to us again, when-we are brought to ſee a want 
of them, and can cry unto God for them. . 7ſai.30.18,1 9,20, The 

Lord ts a God of judgement : bleſſed are all they that wait for 
him. And though the Lord give you the bread of adverſity, and 
the water of affliftion , yet ſhall not thy teachers be removed into 
a corner any more : but thine eyes ſhall ſee thy teachers. | 

But, whom ſhall he teach knowledge, and whom fhall he-cauſe to 
underſtand doftrine ? Them that are weaned from the milk , 
. fnd drawn from the breſts, Iſa.28:9. SOUR ED, 

-' Therefore, as in the former times there hath been a diſcontinuance 
of the true Miniſtery for a long ſeaſon, by reaſon of tranſgreſſion+; 
yet may there be a glorious reſtoration thereof alſo, in God's due 
time. . For as the Apoſtacie begau at the Miniſtery , both in the for- 
mer and later times ; as is witneſſed by the Apoſtle, 2 Per.2, There 
were falſe prophets among the people , even as there ſhall be falſe 
teachers among you, who ſhall privily bring in damnable here- 
ſres, even denying the Lord that bought them, :and bring #por 
themſelves ſwift damnation. And yet from the tormer , the Lord 
in his good pleaſure fet his people of old free. For thele reaſons, 
- why may it not alſo be hoped, that in due time he will again return in 
mercy, and viſit the dark corners of the earth, cauſing the people that 
fit indarkneſs and in the ſhadow of death,'to hear the joytul ſound, 
that they may walk in the light of his countenance? + os 

- The rather , conſidering that the Miniſtery was given to continue 
till the number-of the Saints were perfected, Eph.4. 1 2. or, as: the 
former Tranſlation. renders it, For the gathering together of the 
Saints. © Bs 
* "Now if the number of the Saints be not perfeted, nor their ga- 

t., | ns J thering 


£/ mw OT 


, | . - R , hs bt 
IST c.N 4 d 0 Sas . 
: G £ LEA 34. x. - 
Fe tb KK - OPAL 6" . P . %* 0 EOS: ARR v 
bY WE ae EE. 5 4 "nu 4 ENS” 
" =" FO "ING FY : ES 2 Brakes VE” .. 


my 


TY Ee 
thering together compleated, How is the end for which Chriſt aſcend- 
ed, and for which he gaye gifts to men, accompliſhed, if the work of 
the Miniſtery be.not again reſtored unto its priſtine and primitive 
Conſtitution ? as well to reſpect the Nations which-are without, viz. - 
the ont-caſts of Iſrael, together with thoſe worſhippers of the Sun 
and Moon, the Moors and Indians, and the people that know nor 
God , ner haye ever heard the found of him , nr of the falyation 
which through Chriſt Jeſus he holds forth to Mankinde , as xwell as 
that ſort of Miniſtery which it's ſuppoſed is found among good peo- 
ple, who judge they are in Church-eſtate already,though indeed they 
are both but the fruit of che fame aſcenſion;and both retpeSt che tame 
end. Miniſtery , and duration or continuance : For as the Saints ( al- 
ready (uch) are not come to a perfect man in Chriſt,and therefore haye 
need of an edifying feeding Miniſtery ; ſo the number of them which 
are to be oathered, are likewiſe not compleated , and therefore need 
a gathering and breeding Miniftery : the one, withour the other, be- 
ing not perfect , eſpecially, the later not without the former. 

Foratmuch as the Miniſtery for the World, as it was firſt given, 
namely, to the Apoltles, ia theſe words ; Go ye into all the world, or 
Teach all' nations : foitwas comprehenlive, and took inthe later, 
and ſtood ſometimes without it , they holding out the brelt of conſo- 


lation and confirmation to thoſe to whom they had been (as a womb) 


parental or inftrumental in conyerfion. Therefore, in a return of 
mercy, as in point of Miniſtery , it would be conſidered , Whether 
the firſt Apoſtolical and National Miniftery be not again to be looked 


for, hoped for, and longed for, and prayed for , and that by way of 
eminency ;  not-onely for $70x's fake, and for Fernſalem's fake, but. 
alſo for the Nations ſakes, the Kindreds, Tongues Peoples, thoſe who! 
know not God ; con(idering that there is a time wherein Fahn', ha- 


b, 


ving eaten the book, was to propheſic again, before many people,and 
zations , and tongues , and kings , Rey. 10.ult. And the Angel 
which he ſaw flying in the midſt of heaven. was to preach the ancient - 
Goſpel to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. And this was - 
to follow Antichriſt's univerſal over-Ipreading of the earth : : for af-- 


ter he had preyailed.fo far , as to caule all, both tmall and great, ich! 
and poor , bond and free, to receive his mark o and that no man 


might buy or ſell.but he that had reccived tlie mark ;? ang that all | the” 
world wondered after the Beaſt, Rew1 3.316, 17. afcer this great”. 
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p valencic of Antichrift.rhen ſhould the ancient Goſpel be 


-preached to every vation.ktured,tongue,and people. that dwell up- 


ox the ea*th. Rey.14.6,and then ſhould tollow.the fall of Babylon, 
cre followed azother Anzel ſaying, Babylon fallen, ts fallen: 
and thts ſhould be that Angel. Rev.1 3-1 ,2,which ſhould come down 
from heaven with great power , and enlighten the earth -with his 


$1ory, and ſhould cry mightily with a ſtrong voice , ſaying, Baby- 


lon the great'is fallen , according to that ot the Apoſtle, 2 Thef.. 
2.8, Then hall that wicked be revealed , whom God ſhall cons 
ſume.with the ſpirit of his mouth , and deſtroy with the bright- 
veſs of buy coming. ; 
_..And whether this be not that Miniſtery which the Lord will ſend 
forth, .to gather his choſen ones from the four corners of the windes, 
Alar.1 3. foraſmuch as after that the falſe Chriſts and falle Prophets 
ſhall ariſe, and ſhall ew their ſeduciag fignes and wondexs to de- 
ceive, if it were poſſible, the very elett, verl. 2.2, and that great 
tribulation ſhall happen ;. the ſun darkxed, and the moon not give 
ber light : Then ſhall the Son of wan come in the clouds , with 


great power and glory, and ſhall ſend'his Angels, or Meſſengers, 


and ſhall gather together h#elett from the mtmoſt parts of the 
earth, ; eta 

From all which , - it were to be defired that the Lord would fir up 
the hearts. of his people to cry mightily to him , and give him no relt, 
till he accompliſh the work of gathering rogether his number out of 


_ all Nations, Kindreds, Tongues, and Pcoples.; the utmoſt parts of 


the Heathen being given to Chrilt as his peculiar inherit ance, Plal, 
2. 8. and becaulefrom the riſing of the ſun, tothe going down of 
the ſame, God's name ſhall be great among the Gentiles , Mal. 
I,II. | | 

_ ObjeiZ. If this be true which hath been ſpoken, then we nwſt 
expect more Apoſtles ;_bur it is faid in 1 :C02.4:9, that thoſe were the 
laſt Apoſtles : Therefore there can þe no ground to expe any 
More. 


Anſw. 1. That Scripture concludes not againſt what hath been. 


ſpoken, a5 will appear, when it is examined. 


\ The word whichis rendered there /aft, insmo, is, in Luke 1 4. 9, 
taken for the /owe/t or meaneſt. "Egumy mimy» When thou art bid-' 
den of any man to a wedding. go ſit down in the lowei room, And. 
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' » Called the Apoſtles : ' And as the Apotle Take to the Corinthians, 
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- the Argument of this Chapter, x Cor. 4.9, and{o it ſeerns to be 


ſhall be, but the laſt of what hath been : therefore it is rendred 


 oathered, or the Nations converted to the faith of. Chriſt? Fer. 3 2. 


this ſignification of the word, may yery well agree with that whiehis 


carried. - 7 think, God hath ſet. forth us the Apoſtles laſt,. (i. e. 
loweſt, or vileft) as it were men appointed to death. _ For we. are 
made a ſpelt acle uno the world, to Angels, and men. We are 
fooles for Chriſts ſake, but ye are wiſe. We are made the filth 
of the world, and the off-ſcouring of all things to thit day. f 
Ler' it be conſidered whether all thele ſeveral expreſſions do not 
more properly agree to the. word, as it is rendered the /oweft or 
baſeſt , thento the word 12ſt Apoſtles. cf 
"Secondly, If the word be to be taken for the aft, yer itdoth 
not neceſſarily inforce it ſelf to be underſtood” of the laſt of what 


20v1ſſimn, the newelt,as our Engliſh DialeQ will infer :the laſt gar- 
ment, or newelt garment, are Synonimaes. In 2 Pet. 2, 20, 
it's rendered not /aff, but /ater. And 1 Per, 1. 20 , ſpeaking of 
Chriſt, it's aid , He was made manifeſt in the laſt dayess Heb. 
I.2, it's ſaid, Intheſe laſt dayes God hath ſpokgn unto us by his 
Sonne. a” 
' Which /aft dayes may not be fo underſtood-, as if they-were 
ſothe laſt, that there were no mote dayes to ſucceed rhem ; Pa there 
hath been ſixteen hundred years of dayes fince, that time, paſt and 
gone : neither may I conceive thoſe Apoſtles were the laft, or ſo the 
aft Apoliles, that there ſhould no more come after them ; under- . 
tanding them to beMeſſengers ſent forth,asthe term Apoſtle imports : 
for-then T would inquire, By whomThould the o#t caſts of 1/rael be 


3738. fer.23.3. Marl3.10, Matth.24. 14. __ ors 
IF there' be any Nations of the World, Kindreds, Tongues, and 
People, to whom the Goſpel hath not been ſent ; it muſt. be: done 
tofulfill the Word of the Lord. And by whom ſhall. it be done, 
but by fuch Meſſengers which ſhallbe endued with like power of 
Evidence and Demonſtration , both of Tongues and Gifts; as the 
fiſt Meſſengers or Apoſtles had , to preach to the Natiods in their 
proper Language ? Therefore this Scripture , rightly underſtood, 
15 not of force a9ainft what hath been ſaid; 


T © 


- Objeft, The Scripturas'of the Apoftls; they may in 3 [ence be 0b;et. L 
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a. 2'$e wor an Apoſtle to others, yet: I aw ont to you; Toof their. 
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| corhe, yetthey are'fo to them to whom they are come, 
Anfw. Lf, Thr Writings may be called Apoltlesin a figure,as Iſaiah 
__ xKa$a Prophet tothe Vo 1, into whoſe! hand$ his Prophecie came, 
ATE.8.30 ; but as: he needed one to gvide hm to underdtand that- 


9 | Prophet, ſo do weſtand in need of a guide to underſtand the, Apo-- 
- {iles in their wtitings. 


BY - And that God Who: was pleaſed to ſend; his Meſſenger FONG: Eu- 
- . nuch.toinſtrut him, agd tocaule him to.underfland what he read, . 


ray I Auie tirne ſnd out his Meſſengers againe, in the Powet and. 
Spitic of the fotmer, to open to us nor onely Hoſes, but Chrilt and: 
his Apofttes ; whoſe writinss. we have: but ſceu then as he who ſaw- 
_ wen walking ttke trees, or as the. Eunuch did the Prophecie of | 
Iſatalvetore it was, expounded... GT NE 4: 
If it were but in the heart of Gods People tomiltruft their. own : 
underſtanding, and but to ſe need to cry out-toche Lord *to reſtore - 
the anciett Goſpel, and to lend out thoſe Meffengers which are to - 


Y Preach to theWorld his fear and wor Oipacrording to Ret l 40,7, 
|: to diſcover Rab) ton, and mightily to call out his People from thence, 
l 3nd to lead tbSrongit would not belong belore ſome great thing might 


be accompliſhed. * But while we -are apt to think we- can do thele 
things of our ſelyes, without any farther help, no maryel that as yer - 
deliverance comes not: Oh if. the Lord of the harvelt mult be ſought 
to. finde labourers, and to thruſt chem forth ; and if hewill-be enqui- - 
xd 'of for this to do- it , why.do the Lords: remembrancers keep 
filence', nnd give hin: any reft,. till he make Hiernſalen.a praiſe - 
in the earth, til be build-up Sion, and gather her ſtoxes out of the - 
rnbbiſh of Babylons confuſrons ! - | 
- Ob/jett.. But whatever nay be pretended for a neceſſity of a Mi- - 
aiftery ts the World, y& Paw! took care for the Ordinances: and 
Maniftery of the. Churches, when he gave Timothy inftruftions how 
robehave himſelf in the Chutch of the liviag, God ; ,and gavehim a 
; command io coun Yak witch pad caugt him, to faithful. men, - 
| homightbeable w' tac others allo, 2 Timid. Þ 1... - 
| Anſw. ws s moſt cemgiayhe dit fo , and, by ch place nd way 
| +. > others;appeares the plerkiful. proyition the Lord made for the Clur- | 
chies in point of Ordinances, to far as cohcerned the rules — of 
.. NY. OLD. » 
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out thoſe ] 

But be were faichful in appoigtin appointing the cules for Werlhip, 
and giving Laws thereof, and canimitting the fame to Timethy, and 
by him bo faichful men, that par ac a yer - yet he 


treacherous they would ia after-tames prove to thoſe Rules and Laws 
of Warſhip, is likewiſe Prophefied Fs nd foretold,which ſhould be-, 
falthe Chaiftian WR (67 Ge ;. 2T im-4+3 4+ .2. Petv2e 
J4d:17.18 : and this Apoſtacy was ally y begun in rhe Apoſtles 
dayes, 2 Theſ.,2.7. 1 Foh. 2. 18. yl Ex and-in the. dayes 
of the firſt Churches , Rev. Chap. 2-and 3- which Apoſtacy was 
_ grown to-be..univerſal , in Chap. 1 3-%/t; And how univerſal it 
was; they that will take pains tocompare the thitory of tumes , may 
findgto their aſtoniſhment. 


O&jeft. Bur ſuppote the Apoſtacy were every way fuch, as hath Obiett, ” 


'becn ſpoken, May not the People of the Lord, who are the Saines of 
| themol{ High, the Kings and Prieſts of God, Rev. 1.6, Rev 5-10, 
tay nat; Pelievers naw being; Kin EE els Gi EW Fs pre Wor 
fhipe 8nd fer up the Ordinapces: iſt, as well as 
did, who ſet up and, repaired whas the farmer: cl Kee broken 
fr. Tk ? 2 Kin Kinge3) "RES 


Mekong wy 
;. theHoule of : was by him commited ;\ Fir to; Hoſes, 
__ 39. 35, 42, 43 » who was Prince. of che People» the Hnft 
Kingly. Magiltrate-and he who xegoived from the Lord thepamern of 
his ndke Laws thereof; aud hewas 4 Typeof =—_ 
to him, Joſbwab renewed the Covenam of the Lord with the 
at the Commandment of the Lord, foſb-5; Le me bd 
the gjnth.. - 3464; $5426,2J« Lhis f Palin ale gras 6 Lype of 6 be 
andcalled yiihat name) AR]: 45. Heb.i4;8e - 
. | When he Tabernacle ccaied, and the Temple 6ame in the roome 
of /it ,:the Lori gaye-King David. the pattern thereof ; and he. co 
4 ola; I Chit. 28. _— worſe IT, wo. ST. 4300 hey Wn 
cone om, 116- » 993. - LP 
ave as rm it was gi xr gobuldl ar faſt; onkeo. -appoy: 
| y Laws of the at firſt; toto the Kings was. it Fi) 
_— breacits, when any Ds Fe People. of Jeter a 


oule, and appointing! the Lays and Qu Anſw, 
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Royal Prieſthood, Exod.1 9.6, thy might not meddle with the 
 Priefts Office, N'umb.1 6. 9,10, They were a Kingly People, an an- 
ointed Nation, 1 Chron. 16.22. Pſalio5.15; yet they did not 
all raign as Kings, nor did the People ſet abqur the reioting or repai- 
ring what was amiſſe, till ſuch to whom it was by order appointed 
to be their head, did: ft upon the work. Neither in the Tabernacle 
*without Aoſes,nor in the Gircuracfion of thoſe who were born in the 
' wilderneſs, without foſhxa 3 nor in the Temple , without David or 
Solomog , 'nor inthe repairing the Temple, withour their Kings, as 
Tofah, Hezeckiah, 8c. nor in the coming our of Babylon, without 

' Zerubbabel. WY | 
. Declaring plainly , that to them to whom at firſt was given the 
power of bullding the Houſe, and appointing the Laws thereof, to 
them did appertaia the right of repairing the breach, and reſtoring 
WE: the Laws ; which were fuch perſons as did type out the Lord Jeſus, 
- oF who, as at firſt he became the cor#er-ftone of the building, and did 
© - by his Meſſengers, his Apoſiles and Miniſters, with whom hemani- 
fefted:his viſble preſence, (Matth.28,19,20. Mark 16.:/t. Foh. 


JF x 


T5.:the laſt words*of "verſ. 5. ) lay the foiindation , and build 
- -the-ſuperſtruQture,” according to Eph. 3. 20. Eph.4.1 2: foto the 
fame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his Miniſtery,accompanied with his Power 
' and Preſence, doth it of right belong to be the Repairer of the 
- *. - breaches which Antichriſt hath made in the Chriſtian Church , and 
I the Reftorer of paths ts walkin ; as' of old was typed outin the 
[; —['Temple-flate, intheexamplesbeforealleadgeds 
$ - * OncetheLord Jeſus taught the people by himſelf , from: the da 
of his entering uponthe work of the'Miniftery,'Luke 4-18 , till the 
time of finiſhing of that Miniſtration. Afterward, he performed it 
by his'Apoſiſes, whoth he tad cholen, ordained, 'and-ſent our for that 
purpole/; tagether iththole other gifts of Miniſtety, which , 'as the 
fruit of his atcenſion this Father; he gave for that end;/ to perfelÞ, - 
4c. to gather and edifie his Body the-Church ; until they ſhould 
'-all come inthe unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son = 
of God; tvs perfelF man, &c, 0 EEO) 
He did not leave it u dp ge: 


_ Tic AVE C le protijferiouſly+' tobe equally 

*and'4hke'pifted for that workt '"Compare'Epheſ.4.12 171 2 5 with 

gi plete te ed FR ing, 9: 70 #7021998 
| - Therefote there doth remain an Order tobe obſerved or 


o £ " _ 
%-z, . _ - Ep . 
- . 4 : : 
» 4% : A et 2) $25. ot NF" » k ” 
; RS le 0,5 OW . _ "Y ” 
> C * 


=_ : 
ciſe of the Miniſtery , and the Diſorder thereof is to be bewaiked 5 
and Jeſus Chriſt, to whom all power is given of the Father , and by 
whom at firſt it was deriyed and delegated tochoſenmen , As 1 0. 
| 40:41;42, to be waited upon for ks LA thereof ;.in whoſe hand 

the power is, and without whom, we can do nothing, Joh. 5.5 

Thatheſhoulddo it by ſuch inſtruments as he pleaſeth , furniſhed 
with ſuch power and authority , and with ſuch a preſence of Chriſt, 
as may demonſtrate them to be ſent of God for that work or lervice, 
by the Divine light and heat of the fire of the Spirit of God, A.2. 
furniſhing them with the true knowledge of the mind of God concer- 


ning the Fundamentals of Rt, , 


together with true power to evince the truth thereof againſtall gain» 
fayers, of whom the world was neyer more full ; | 
Jews, 


| or 
whether we niet Infidels, 


© 0 | __ ”Falſe Chriſtians. _ | bro apts 
To be furniſhed with ability to ſhew to all Kindreds, Nations, 
Tongues,and Peoples, thegtory of the Myſtery of the ancient Goſpel, 
which once was declared and received , - but from which there hath 
been ſo deep a falling away ; according as was forerold , 2 Theſſ. 
2.7. IT ime 3-16.17 in. 4-t,2,3, and accordingly cftected, through 
the power of the -Beaft,, Rev.E3- alt. . | FAEFD 7 ca ; 
.  Bueſt. Is notthe Miniſtery of the Apoſtles as efficacious. to, pol» Queffe 
ſeſs the Saints of the enjoyment of their Liberties purchaſed, by Chrifl, © * 
and to put them upon the doing their duties required of them, in our © * 
Times, as it was in theirs ; ſecing that they, by their Miniſtery ,, were | 
comnanded to teach all nations to obſerve whatſoever Chriſt had 
commanded them? Matth.2 8.19, 20. Rom-1 0.6, 7, 8.'2 Time 
44:2. 1 LO BLÞL St.-:4110 ; 
_ - Anſw.. The Miniſtery of the Apoſtles. may, be conſidered ,.euther Anſwme 
in the word,or jn the pewer of it, I Theſſ.1.5.. The word of .their 1 


Miniſtery, without.the power is.not efficaciousto. put. perlons upon 


. their duty, ef. 2. 11,13, AG. 17.18... 


The Power accompanying the Word , is cither Outyard. or Ins 
ward, or both Outward and Inyard. | — # 
| #. 


? 
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| TheOirnu power, was the external demonſtration of the $ pirit, 
expteſſed 47 519.6. Ronin. 18;19. Heb.2.4. 
' The Taward power; was that internal operation of the Spirit, > 
Hs 2. 37» Ats 16:14. $5: 
| Now the word of the Apoſtles Miniſter! anied with 
power, and demonſtration of the Spryit , Fin ro that dernon= 
Fara and power will be the aſi Ratien of the obedience that 
follois ir; according to Kom:t y.18,1 9. © Cor.2.4,5. 
© Withe 7 Hemonſtrittion of heSpirit be yiſthle and onward , it di- 
res toth6Ottward obedience , accordingto the Riiles of that de- 


monſtration. If .t be accompanied with | power , it not onely directs, 


| ,£ butcnables to obcdience intharparticular ,; according to AMatth. 7: 
_ 22,23.Exketo:t9;18; qc 


If the demonſtration xnd power of the Spirit be och Invert 


_ + and Invifble, it |direfts] and | enables] rothe more Inward and In- 


viſible part of obedience, Gal.-5. 22,23, to helleve, hope, j joy, lore; 


_ and to nk the fruits thereof, Gal. 5.26. 


Af the demonſtration and-power of che Spirit which accompanieth 


EL the Word, be both Qutward snd- Inwatd'> then doth it dire and 


cable thetou? both Inwhitly ind Outwardly'to" be obedient," ac- 
cording totheRutes thereob, Rom. 15:1 $294 1:Cor.2 45+ 1' The. 
To Yo: 

Now it may fo conieth pul chat che Word of the Lord, or the 
Miniftety of the Apoſtles, may come in pra and power. np- 


. -onthe outward man onely, andexterid no further ;- it may convince 
', fthar] Hs 444. 16 , ad may bring that under obedience, Aft. 


$. 12, #3: but it eldomeor never befals the Lord's people, to be 


i tonvincedin the outward man onely'; (1ſay onely.) 


it'may, and certainly doth many times befalrhem, to finde and 
{thceinward powet "ah demonfivation of the Spirit inviſibly and 


2 wwardly , whenas they areeptived of 'the-6xtemal Manifeſtations 


of it, Matth.16. 5, 16,19 when the ſoul cannot , and -what it 
cate fee ,' it myybyrheinward:power of the Spirit believe , Heb. 
41/x.-when it cannot poſlel# and enjoy, 'itmay by the power of the 
Ate Spirit be-bdped to wait "tors Rum. 24, 25. and-when it 
knows not what to pray for as tought; ic may by theinward-power 
of the" farhie Sire be'emablec} to bob and groanto God , Row.8. 
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This did ſeme-to be the BY £4 of thoſe believers in the nine-- E 
reenth of che AFs, who though they believed throuch the inward: I 
power of the Spirirxupon their hearts, yet they were ignorancof the: c 
external power and demonRiration' of: the Spirit; and conlequently, 
what they weie further to know and do: AF. 19. 2,6. Corneling, 

- who though the'power of the Spirit had been great upon lis hearr, 
A To.2 4; 'yethe was ignorant of that external demonſtration, . 
and power which afterwards he received, A#.1 0.44. Mgt, 
.* $0 Panl,though tpleated God to reveale himielf to him;* or in 
him, inthe way, Gal. 1. T6, and cauſed him to pray in-or by the- 
- Spirit, Ai7.9.1 1; compared with Rom. 8. 26 27 , yerheremained 
ionorant of that exrernal power and - demonſtration of the Spirit, 
' which afterward'he received, when Anarias came unto him, and laid: 
fiis hagds upon him.,and opened his eyes,amd told him what heſhonld 
do, At:g9.6 17,. | UTE of 3 Of Tlonlk0 19 RO" BI% LO PEUL 
- Sofnetimes the Word, or the Apoſtles Miniftery, came both in 

word and power; both in the outward demonſtration, and inward- 4 
' operation: and then it made menobedient inword and deed; Rom, 3 
15.16,19, :Theſſ.1.5. 1Cor. 2.4 5. EP SE EE] E 
' Thele things being premiiſed, 1 conceive I nay fay'in anfixer to 
© - yout Qijſtion, | nn vn oy OO 

That the word of the Goſpel , or Miniftery of the Apoſtles , (as 
you call it) is'ſo far forth efficacious to put the Saints upon doing their 
dutics, as it comes furniſhed with the demonftration and power of 


{ 


= 


the Spirit, 1'Cor.1.1.5..2 Cor.4.5; 2 Cor.3.6. 


os, . 


If the Spirit do demonſtrate , and tiiake eyident to the Souſe 
that part of the Word which concerns the Souls hops,” faith, joy, 
'Joye, Sc. according as that Word 1s evidenced with' demon-. 
ſtration and power of the Spirit ro the Soule , fo tar is that Soule 
not onely taught, but enabled to hope, believe, joy, love ; and no - 
free pen Fs RD rae Ea 
 Solikewiſe for that part of theWord which requires outward 
obedience; ſo far as the demonſtration and power of the Spiritromes, 
ſo far are we taught and enabled” ourwardly to =e£ ow the de-' 
monltration of the Spirit ks { asT conceiye , the” Spirits evidencing! 
and making manifetrhe true intent and mide of the-Apoltles” in the 
Miniſtery; as it did evidence acd nuke miunifeft.its own mindeintheir 


Adminiſtrations, when they did adininifter.. © © 
7 Now 


Now the Apoſtles they ſpake 


$7 % 
4 $4 | 


X by tae Spirit, and had the minde-of - 
Chrif, - He therefore that will interpret their minde in their Miniſte- 
ry, which was none other bur the minde of. Chriſt, mult do it by the 
power, demonſtration, and evidence of the ſame Spirit by which they 
ſpake; which'was unerring and infallible, 1 Cor.2.11, 12,16, Who 
knows the minde of a man, but the fprit of a man? &c., 

Again,though it might be ſuppoſed that there were a clear demon- 


ftration of the Spirit; yet, without the power of the ſame Spirit, be- 
©» levers were not lufficiently furniſhed to obedience, Luke 24.45.49. 
> Af.1.2,4. Ats 10.38. 


a _ . 


This Power I take to be a power of Authority , as well as Ability, 
Afatth.28.18 , and this Authority and Ability are both required, at 
leaſt n;ſome of the branches of a belieyers obedience. | 


+ Jn particular, the buſineſs of the Miniſteryand the Adminiſtrations 
which are particular to a Church (I conceive) are ſuch as untowhich 


there is; required , in whomſoever -they may concern, a clear, under- | 
ſtanding by the Spirit, {o asto be able to fay , 1 have the minde of 
Chit, and, Thws ſpeaks the Lerd, and not 1. Atrue Power of Au- 
thority, as well as Ability , to do that work which they lay ( by the 
Spirit) is their duty.to do, Luke 24-45 49. Atts 4.7. Matth. 9. 


6, 8. A clear eyidence and manifeltarion thereof, not onely un 


- themſelyes, bit + to manifelt- to others, for- their profit , 1 Cor. 


I 2, W-: 
| Now if there be ſuch Believers , who not onely touching their 


own. perſonal eſtate and condition, bur alſo touching Viſible Admini- 
ftrations of Publike Worſhip, can fay in truth , by the Spirit , we 
have the minde of Chriſt , and, Thi ſpeaks the Lord , and not 
»we'; and have allo a true and lawful authority to at thole things 
they ſay they know ; I ſhall leaye ſuch perſons to the trial of their 
ſpirits, and not doubt but to be able to fee that ſpirit demonſtrating 
it ſelf to the world, either in them or others , to the praiſe and olory 
of the God and Father of ſpirits. | 
Tn the mean time, I ſhall conceive , that whatſoever in the Word 
1s required of; believers to do perſonally, as believers, that ought to be 
endeayoured after by every one that is truely ſo : But whatloeyer is 
relatively appropriated to perſons, as ſuch and ſuch, due regard is to 
be had to og! ; Order and Diſpenſation there,according to the limits 
and bounds heehathler, Better it is to be fed of Raycas,or faſt gr 
\ s & ays, : 


E _ days, then, 4ſteuling God's MY turf flones 3 into bread; 
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Read 1 Sam.1 3.11 12,13, a fair proven? but he that velie- 
_ maketh not haſte. © 


2 of Whether thoſe Signes and Wonders whereby God. 'Opeſe 
teſted his preſence with the Apoſiles , were not rather to con- 

firm their Word and Doctrine , Fen to bear witaels to their per- 

ſons being ſent, Heb.2.4. 


Azsſw. It is, inmy underſtanding a truth , that thoſe Signes wc TY 
and Wonders were. to confirm their Word and Doctine , Mark 
I6, 20. but the caſe is eyident, that the works which God 
wrought by them, were not onely to confirm their Word ,. but 
alſo to teſtifie of their Perſons , - that they were.ſent of God. 
Foh.5.36, The works which the Father hath given me to fins /4s 5 
the ſame works that I do, bear witneſs of me, that the Father = 
bach ſem me : compared with oh. 20. 21 , As wy Father, , _ 
ſent forth me , ſo T ſend forth you, Joh.17.18. ' ©. I 
he Father ferit forth Chriſt, and the works which Chriſt "I 
did teſtified of him , that he was ſent of God , Joh..11.42; 
then Chriſt ſending forth his Diſciples , as the Facher ſent forth 
him, As 4.13, 14.1.6, the works which they do, teftific 
of them, that they are ſenr of Chrift - as the works which he did,) ' 
teſtified of him, that he was ſent of 'God. 2 Cor. 12,12, The: 
ſignes of an Apoſtle were wrought amojg you; $&C- -/ | 


Queſt. Seting gifts are gives to profit withal , and talents Oueſt. 

be improved ; How, according to Ruleayd Order, may the Saints 

edifie one another, and im prove their talents for the has of Je- 

- fus Chriſt; out of a Church-eſtate ?.1 Cor.1 2.7. | | 
Anſm.. Such 25 the viftsand talents be which are ou , ſuch Anſwe 
muft the improvement of thembe forthe honour of 'Chrift,* $1 + 2, 
I pray. you conſider the' Scripture you haye quoted; 1 Co or. 1.2. 

Where thoſe gitts of the Spirit which are there ſpoken 6f are tobe / ——— 
found , there need not. be. anycare. taken how to improve them,” - 4 
our of a Church : for turely then and there will be a glorious ; 
Church , where and when thoſe gifts of the Spirit are given to "i 
profit with. Where there is given by-the Spirit, a word of Wil = | 
on: a wotd of Knowledge ; wa of Faith , a'gitt of "> ;."_ 
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Eo _ reli | gfe diſcerning of Sp 
a gift of Tongues, gh ner of Tongues; wheh 

ns aoffrim of the Spirit is gives to every one to; 
who , as the Scripture expreſſeth ; then there will be an Order- 
"Adnmnification, and and an EfeRtual C Operation , to the honout of 
ſeſus Chriſt. | | 
In the mean thne, I could defire the Lord's people to conſider 
of that thing they call Gift, or Gifts , ard try by what Name or 


«. - Ticle-they may bediftinguiſhed or called'; Whether any of theſe 


rot an Gr fry or ſome other. TF nor theſe; bur foe other, 
Iwonldconfider what it is , Whether" it be given to them to be- 
heve, Phil. 1. 29. to hope, joy, ſuffer, pray , to diſtribute to the 
Lord's poor, to bear the burden of the afflifted , 'to mourn over | 
the delolations of 'the 7/r ac] of God , to wait for the Day of Re- 
5 to Jong , , to groan, imexpeStation for the”Day of the 
Lo 

: Now if the yifts you ſpeak of be of the faſt kinde mentioned 
in T Cor.I 2. they brine manifeſtation enough withthem, to dire& 
- tothe improvement of them; and where-ever they ate found, fure- 

” a Churchof Chriftis-notfar'off. 

If they be of the later fort, conceive the Spirir of the Lord 
(whoſegifts they are) is not wanting , to manifeſt to ſuch to whom 
they aregiven , hoy they in their meaſure may be EpProved! to the 
glory ry of lim tht Geer if tha. _ 

_. But yet afew words;more particularly, to what conctiye ma 
br he icope of the Queltion, : 


The Apoſtle (in 1 "Cor.10,6,21 .) of the Jews, and 
. that whi befal them , ſaith, Thoſe Tonk 5: »ed-to them 

 #n types ; and, Whatſorver WHs keg, re-time , was _ 
written for our learning. Now-it is to be noted , that in 
their trayelling condition, while they were in the wilderneſs, they 
were our Types, 4 Gor.'to, 11. Intheir Temple-fiate , they were 
our Types; and what God ſpaketo them then, 'was-as typing out 
the ate prbich was to (come after, 2 Cor. 6.16. In the ſtate 
of their "Captivity , they were the types of the Captivity of the 
preſent. Iſrael of God , FOR IT, $. Reved. 1: Det 
Ce 
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PE TWINE 198 &felthen » 
ding tothe Divine wiſdogs of the moſt holy God, -is ring [A wh 
wand for our learning , that we emighrfear with's holy fear. © + 
"Now't appears, by the teſtimony of Divine Truth,” that there 
my fomepatrs of Worlhip which the people wete to perfotrit ro 
their God in the Templear Jerufakm., and notelfeyhere, Dewt. 
1 2.6;75 10, T3, 14. Bur there were ſome other p rts of his 
Worſhip- whicti they might perform to!him when they were at 
the preateſt diſtance from the Tem wk even in the Land' of their 
Captivity.. When' they wert in: own Land, they were. to 
petform theit 'Ternple-work and Temple-worſbip at Ferufalem, 
the placewhere God hadchoſn to put his Name : But in cafe 
theLord ſhould deliver them imo the hands of theirenamies, ant 
they ſhould be led captive into « ftrange Land ; inafintich as they 
could ribt cometo'Jerufalem to worſhip befbre the Lord there, yet. 4 
ifthey did 'but 72m2ember the Lord i the land of their captivity, = 
and did hamble themſelves, and pray unto him looking rowards F 
his houſe, he would hear it heaven, &c. 
WW the Lord's Iſrael might be put paſt Temple-work and-* 
, read 1'Kings 8. 44, 46, 4 , 48, 49, 50, 51. und yet 
in —_— Ir condition, when they could not come to Jerufalem , if 
they did but look-towards'it, and repent, and pray, God would 
have mercy, hear, and forgive. 
--_ Thartheſe, people were > carried captive, appears, 2 Chron. 36. 
17 to the end of yerf. 21. Now the Sion of God becathe @ | ; 
| plowed field, Now the ways of Sion mourned : 'none. came ro} 
her ſolemn -Afﬀemblies ; and, for their part , they could not fing I 
the fongs of Jeborah in a itange Land. Now the Lord hadbro» - * ' © 
km his two' faves: of Beauty and Bands, Zech. 11.9, 10, I 4” 
Now was {ſr act given upto the Robbers, /ſ4.42.23,24-25. 
3 "Queft.) Welf: : burwhat do theſe pevpie doin the Land of theit Que, 
aptiyi 2) 
PA They ſeek the Lord by ME andPrayer , looking! t6- Anſw. | 
wards his Houſe ; they hang their Harps upon;the willaws, . 
and fall a mourning and' weeping at the remembrance of Sion. 
Read rhefeScriptures : P/al. 1 37: Day. 9.2, 3,4 Dax. 6. 10, 
Zeb. 113;5« Zerb8.1 LIED Exzra8.23» | 
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 Dz5#;- Oe. Butdid the people ever pray together , during the time 
-— -f their Captivity ? CATER et PM ER Fegie 

F. MAnſwm. Avnſw. Yea: beſides what other places of Scripture mayhold 

= ut for the clearing of it, without doubt it lies clear.in-the face of 

this Text, Efh.4. 3,16. Go, | gather. together | all the Jews. 

which are in Shaſhan, and faſt ye for me... wet 

: Ifeyer this were the caſe of this people, and they were herci, as 

well as in other things, Types in refpeCt of what was tocome, me- 

thinks we are taughe to conſider that which was afore-tume written 

G for our learning, according to Roms. I 5.4. Ros. 11, That in the 

Chriſtian Church-ftate there is ſomething ſo peculiar toit, as that it 

may not elſewhere be adminiſtred ; as the power of Binding and 

Loofing in.the Name of the Lord Jelus, together with the Admini- 

ftration of ſuch Ordinances as are peculiar to a Church ; wherein 

the Primitive Churches weve exercited for their ſeaſon, comending 

earneſtly for the faith once grven to the Saints ; the waman 

wearing her Brides attire, her goodly cloathing, Revel.12.1:; until 

-the Dragon made war againft her, and put her to flight, purſuing 

her with floods of water ; in which condition of hers , he hath 

len in the wilderneſs of the world, in the rubbiſh and confuſion of 
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> Babel, among the pets, unpoliſhed , growing up as 4 lily anon 
thorns, hy one, —_ en. another , like 7 Pp cow , ts 
Sheep unfolded; according to that ſeth 4-9 I ſaw all 1ſr acl ſoat- 
tered npon the mountains, like ſheep having no ſhepherd, xKing. 
22.17, REN OG 
_ Oh that we. could read with-afteAtion thoſe paſſages, Pſal. $0, 
and Pſal. 8t. Oh how is the Sion of the Lord become a plowed 
Feld indeed ! How is the Vinejard of the Lord ſpoiled ! Once 
It was not ſo: but,. at this day, how do the poor people of the - 
Lord rend, and deyour, and tear, and eat up. one another ! what 
- 2+» © ſharp and bitter words! How great is the, company of fpear-men! 
- © ©©* the mother cating up the children of a ſpan long. Could this be, 
...-_ WF theVeil-were taken away, and our Bondage remoyed ? What 


may Sethe reaſon Truth is ſo miſcalled ,. ſo miſtaken ? .( ane pre- 


ls to haye it, and, another to have it :) 1s it not becauſe night 5 
to we for aviſion.? We ſay weſee,\and we think, we ſee ; bur 
Know not that we are as men. that. dreams © The Bopoert 42 

| _ | v4 5 at Fog | l aitiba A FY ” od es 


- 


* #3 


IF) : wi 
” S k be 6 
7 WAG A - 
% PN NS ESE & 4G Ree” . 
© . wa 's » 1 2 oi. Yd, o » 

EY nou © _ F 

1 \ 4 

- 


: Ws bo 6 
* 7 HR. 
FO, FC I ICS 
oe oo ET 


oddes amotg themſclres; and the ftonesin the building rife up: ate, 
againft another. Can Chriſt, be thus divided If that his trne-- 
Miniſtery were on foot , would not that;zeGtifie thar great Confu= 
.fion- ? Would: not, a :Trowel.be.a _ 
'Trowel, and Brick be Brick, and Mortar be Mortar'?, Would no 
the language of Truth be diftinCtly-underftood 2 Would he ſuffer 
one of his own ſervants to throw down what another molt dear to 
himſelf hath been a building up ; and a third todeftroy the work 
of them both? . Oh how great is the delglation, if we were. but 
ſenſible of: it, and affected with:it }..And'when we think to mend 
.our ſelves, and to become Repairers of the breaches, behold, i 
ftead of a girdle, a rent ; in ftead of well-ſet' hair, baldneſs. 
This; this is the condition of the Lord's people, to them that fee it : 
and ſurely , unleſs the Lord of hoſts had left us a remnant, we 
had been like Sodom. But blefied be theLord our Rock ;. who 
bath given us the walley of Achor for a deor of hope, Hof. 2.1 5. 
Jer.31,16,17. Zeph.3-8,9,17,18. | » | 
© Now the condition of the Lords Iſrael being thus routed , 
thus- ſcattered ; they ought to be afflited deeply with this their 
defolation and ſcattering ; yet not to mourn as-men withouthope, 
* Fer.31.15,16,17., but cry mightily unto the Lord, and give 
him no reſt, Tla.62.1,6,7. Luk. 18.1,7, 8. Tabeare one 
anothers burthens , To inquire of the Lord, and one of atlother, 
the way to Sion, Jer. 50. 4,56. To inquire after theg3rue 
Lord Feſus, Cant. 6.1. Thus , according to. this. order and = 
' pattern of a poor captivated-people, ought the ſcattered Iſrael of ,.: 5; 
Jehoyah to go mourning , and weeping , and ſeekirig. the Lord: © © 
and not to goabout to build , and ict up wayes., by their own 
. miſtaken ,. miſcalled, and miſunderſtood gifts : But to wait upon 
- the Lord ;,/leſt it be to them in fead of a girdle; 4 rent , Ia. 
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for this Ser and the 
is Son, al Sons 
+ Lamb. * Toca inner ren thats Shank, 
Ky T0. Mich 3:5,6.7." Mch.4- thewhole'Chapter i; 
-2nd-that' paſſege mentioned in Rows. 10:15, being;compared 
with 7ſa:52.7, doth evidently declare; that there'is yer a further 
ſending Forth of the-Meſſengers of Peace ; when the Sion of God 
| ſhall awake and? put on renoth , ,and' Jeculikem the holy Ciry 
ſhall put on beautiful garments: Read 7ſa. 52. 1 3233435657, 
8, 9, 19, 11, and judge whetherthis be not a Golpe:Prophecie;, 
part whereof' is yetuntulfilled; And whether this be notrhe Apo-- 
files ſcope , in the'tenth of the- Romans, verſe 14, T5, and the 
whole dleventh Chapter to the Remnans. Onely while you ſay, 
How ſball this" be ? The wiſdome of Jehovaly Tan' bring this 
Ou ; Zeph: 3.89; 10}12,73, 14. "When the time of the 
Lord is conte,/wherein that great- Angel? ſhall Fohtenthe carth 
with his glory , Rev 18,1 ; and wherem the Ange ſhall fe in the 
_ miſt of Ha Heaven, having the: ancient” Goſpelto p ch to them 
hat-dwell-on the earth , To cebry ani kindred , and tongue, 
People; Rev.r4.6. When the Lord'of the Harveſt ſeeing the 
te to the Haryeft , ſhalt chraft-forth labourers: inco his 
Harygt+when bis Angels or Meflengers ſhall be ſent forth to ga- 
ther his ele@from the four winds: from "ane end of Heaven to 
theother The zeal bf the: Dot uf” Hoſe rel (performs this, 
3 - though we know not how. © - © 
© Pbjet. [Obje(t; If therebe nota Mibifiery in the World; What will 
; : pockets of the Fart of all ſich a5 beheve in the Lord Tefns, dif- 
'ferenced and difbinguiſhed under thoſe ſeveral profetſions, and 
b known" by thoſe: ſeveral appeliations -whereby men have. named 
F of -themſeins the Scripturewitneſſerh, that mere cannot believe xvith- 
bs wotly 4 . out a * Preacher ? Objeci 0:.4T, far GE: wy 
Ld > © Aſi; This rn grounds:it wan ry-that 
= loom ape ed. ies ; ph grrs Abo ts 8 
*alleadged, be true, each How-can this Seripunc 
*errue al(6, which farth : Eo believe on him of whons 
els bowe 1 nor bears 2. Soo fre they m_ wh. 
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| For theunderſtanding of which, T conceive it will be neceifery +. 
to read the ninth, tenth, andeleyenth Chapters together , and they - 
will appear to be one-continued Diſcourle or Ar » Whereby 
the Apoftle P au! doth hold forth the ſtate ofthe os (whom he: - . 
callshis brethren, his kinſmen accordin tothe fleſh, Rom. 9.3. - oF 
- New concerning theſe , he the three: Chapters , and: "nl 
ſhewes both their priviledges which they had by the Law. , Chaps 2 
9.4, 5+ 
. Their rezeAion, through their non-ſubmiſſion tothe r ule 
neſs of God, Chap _ 3. 'gnt 
. Their en arm when the fulneſs of the Gemiles. is\come ," in 
Chap. 1't. 25 , to fulfil the Myſtery of this diſpenſation of 
-by the appearirig of the deliverer, who ſhefl twrn away ne 
godlineſs from Jaceb, i ABER Cay Fi 25326 
27. 1ſa.59.20,21 117 a 
Theſe are that they.which are mndagieined Ii the 2 53D: UB V4: >, + 
Verſes of the tenihi Chapter to the Rojtrens ; - touching! wn it. the © 
Apoltle thuszreaſons : — Me It Os 
Brethren , my hearts dtfire and projer to God By 6 
that they might be ſaved. . For Trkcar thew —_ oy 4 
Objett But » blefled Apoſtle , qr, + of Faith is:theys "06;eft. : | 
' inthis prayer, confidering how they are | 
Anſw. The Scripture charh Gid: Wheſuwer eliennh Pg Hug Anſore. 4 
ſhall not be aſhamed : for there is no mig between the Jew - 4 
ao _ _ « 659th the ſame Lord over bo. 94: ws wato all -F 
at call upox him : For whoſoever the Name 0 
of the Lord, ſball be ſaved. T war orak hey , "ade Jon if | A 
they call upon the Name of the Lord,: they ſhell b ay 076F NN RLSh 
Onely the Queſtion is , How they ſhall Tk pon whom - | 
they have not believed ? aut how-hall dey eee whim 
whom they have not facard 2: and bow thellthey Hear with * 
out a Preacher + ? On —_ Prhoele nd 
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* Thug, dll Sree afadicg forte of , eyeh to. 
the Jews eye quatenus Jews ;"as well as there hath beento the Gen- 
rites; gud. ru no wonder if they believe not : For, how can they 


they bear without a Preacher ? and/how' can they Preach ex-* 
ce pt they be ſent? © 

© Objets. But they have heard, chough they haye not obeyed; as 

; Rows.1 0. TG;18,21,...: '/ 
. * Fnſw. This may. 'norbe' denied : for , Chiiſt was ſent firſt 
to the loft ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael ; And he accordingly came 
unto his own, and his own received hin not. Butthe confidera- 
tion hereof, makes the Myſtery the greater, 
-. Otice God'choſe the family-of 4 [braham beforeall the ſunilies 
of the.carth , and tn Pudah was God known, and his Name fa- 
1m in l{racls. He dealt not ſo with any other nation; neither 
had they the knowledge of his Law. Though afterwards, when 
bod of. time was come, and the wall of partition broken. 
he appearing of our Lord Jetus ,. then, the Myſtery of 
_ fab in other ages was not made manifeſt, was revealed to 
| holy" pc oftles and-Prophers,by. the Spirit /;" which Myftery was, 

We T Yontiles ſhould be felew-beirs, and of the ſame body, 

| t bers of his promiſe is Chriſt by the Goſpel. © 
| x wick d theJewes; to whom'the Goſpel firft was preached, having 
-Plat-i Fork them, Ab, 1:3:441t; and reckoned themſelves unwor=- 
oy-:of that ſalvation; became. the onely-nation of all the world, 
| ho were by the juſt hand of Gpd concluded under blindneſs, and 
3 ag - hacks; iv part) ando areto continueſuch a proportion of time 
\_ - i8xw4s  fore-appointed - and decreed, Rom.1 0:8,9,10,25. At the 
rationand<determination:of which time , there is to bea reve- 
Tho the: 7 their breaking off, and ingrafting inagain, 
[Row 1.1.3 ttobedone when the dehiverer (hall come 
our of Sion, and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from Iacob. © 
* For asHn tirnes paſt the Gentiles believed nor, haying.not that 

, WF tit iy of the aowledge of God*as the Jews had, yet at 

; obtained mercy; their unbelief': Even ſo have theſe 

fo not belicyed, that their mexcy they might obtain 


Ni Earth, 


believe in him of whom they have not heard ? and how-ean - 


Objelts _ 


A 


M$ * Bat. 5 
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_ Objeft.Burhow is this to be effefted? © Objeff. * 

holy and bleſſed rimewill ſend ov for this work : For , how ſhall | 
- theyicall orhins of 'whom they have not heard ? (as the natural 
Jews have not, though their forefathers ſome of them did, and f&r 
their diſobedience were rejeRed.) eAnd how ſhallthey bear with- 


ont a preacher ? and how ſhall they preach except they be ſem ? | 
As it 15 written, How beautiful upon the monntarns are the 2 
feet .of them which ;p zoe the Gofpel 1 — | $00 Ni 
Which paſſage of Scripture , however it hath been applied to 4 
that publication of the Goſpel which hath had irs courſe among the 
Gentiles , yet the Apoltle here makes ſpecial application thereof 
to the ſending forth of that Miniftery which is to accompliſh this 
work ; foraſmuch as that which is to accompany its adminiſtration, 
is ſomething which hath not as yet been performed , and which 
bath a peculiar fulfilling in the Calling of the Jews ; as almolt rhe 
whole Chapter from whence the Apoſtle fetcherh this paſlage,wilt L 
evince, if the Scripture it {elf be examined, 1/ai. 52.7. Read -_ i 
; yerſ, 1,2,5,6,7,8,9,10, . 6 EL 5M 
:-Well might the A therefore ſay, How can they heat yh.20.. © 
without abr ? 7 A as the KA neither then was, nor fy Þ- F 


ee yet to be come, wherein thoſe Meſſengers that are appomts 
dto bring them that g/ad ridings , after their long Captivity ig.” 
blindneſs and hardneſs , under which they for a timewere to cons: - 
tinue, to fulfil che Word-of the Lord, Rem. FÞ.2E* Bur when the 
full time is accompliſhed; and that the Deliverer & come (to Si 
on) or owt of $1on-, Oh then how beautiful upon the mountains 
will be be feet of the Apoſtles or Meſſengers to whom ſhall be = 
4 evealed this Myſtery, which hath been lon hid, but ſhall them. © 
| +bemade manifelt; andbywhom the glad tidi of ſhallbe :', 24 
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hd (59) 
., unbclief had bech broken off,” thar: 10uld betefloted Fain, 
and become one ſheepſold with- the Gentiles through believing , 
and the Myſtery hereof , be accompliſhed and reveaked without'a 
Preacher”, 5. te "ao Meſſengers. whoſe feet were: to be beaurifal 
1n publiſhing he glad ailings thereoks And; which thould hare Ks 
2ccompliſhment in its-ſeaſon. ob 

Secondly, And that this may the more manifeſtly appear to. _ 
late toa {pccial ſending of fuch.as hath.beetpoken of ;:the phrale 
of ſpeech uled in the fifteench. Verſe of: the tenth Chapter tothe 
Komanes; may {orewhat help- $6 evincee. ;./ -* 

Where it may be, obſeryed', that the two checal phraſe of 
ſreech which import - 

| Authoritative Sending,  * I Amact iy, Og 
| Preaching, & Knvaew,** i 
are uſed both for the, leading and:preaching: of. thoſe Medſenger 
which are there mentioned "th the Apoſtſe: whereavitwill be found 
inthe Scripture , that in the days of the firſt-Miniſtery (when ic 
was @n foot ia the world) that Faith was not fo tied = 3 Minifte-- 
or to'one to eſpecially ſent, (as this Seripture holds forth ſend- 
Þs the terms of it) as;that the Faithconld not be true, where 
© Preaching and Sending was. not fach 5 6+. Anthoritas 
fiyc.. 

_ To fay nothing of Cornelime- that devout Souldier, and Caps 
taine of the /talian band , of whom the blefled Witneſs of Truth. 
reftifies, That ers God init all-his houſe , and gave alms 
ro the people... and prayed to Gad alwajes; whole prayers: and 
2lms ( the Angel thier eth.) were came #p for a memorial before 
God. Noe God beareth. ot fymers, Joh.9-31- And in the 
' ninthof the Ax it's noted of Paul, after he had. ſeewthe' Bord 
in the wap inthe eleventh verſc Bebald he prajerb ; + which was 

of his converſion, 'Yet this: C relive did; before any 
Miniltery ( thatwe read of) had-.riade: known the-minde-of the 
Eord yato him; as'afterward it did in the conclufionofthar Chap- 
ter., But I _ this to the exerciſe of 2 freerninde to conſider of, - 
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" *hewoman communicating to them her experiences touching the 
Meffiah, owns it ſelf to no ſuch Miniftery as 'the Objeftion im- 
-ports'and holds forth , as the ſtory will eafily make appear when | 
vt isread:; Toh 4. the Lord Jeſus hvinbTplen to her heart, and 
ſhewed her the corruption thereof ,' in relling herſhe had had 
five husbands , and hewhom {he now had was not her husbard, 
(a thing which ſhe Enew very well already) this extotrs from her 
an acknowledoment that he was a Prophet , Yerſ.1 8. but more 
begot more; in concluſion;ſhe lefc the water-pot,and went into the 
City, and communicated her experience to the” peeple thereof”, 
(men and women) Come, ſee a man that told me all that ever I 
Aid : Is not ths the Chriſt ? The effte& of which declaration 
of hers was fuch , as it not onely (if at all) prevaiied with the peo- 
ple of that City to come to'him. that by iecing him they might be< 
lieye 4 but to belicye , and fo cometo tee : as themlelyes teltifie, 
Verſe -39,40,41,42- | 

- The Apolile mentions,as another meanes of conyerfion, 


gratious Conyerſation, 1 Cor.7. 16, compaxed with t 


aHy 

Gr cf-Porer'3 1, For what kneweſt thon, O Wife, whethex. chaſte con- 
then: ſhalt) ſave thy hasband ? owns, —Convertes ad fdem [ann 
Chriftianim. Tristhe ſame word which is ufed in Matth.1.21, 
Salvabit populum ſuum a peccatis eorum : He ſhall ſave hic 

people from their ſinnes. Which faving ofthe hysband: by tha 

wite, the Apoltle Peter, in 7 Per. 3. 1,2, appropriates (inftru- 
mentally) to her chaſte converſation. Likewiſe, ye wives, be . 

t ſubjeltion fo your own huhands , that if auy obey not the | 
ord, they alſo may without the Word be won by the corverſg- 

rionof the wives ; while they behold your chaſt.conver ſatiow 


I]. -: T have'oblerved Huching the, converſion of Pas! that was! Irnediate 


by immediate reyelation , AtF.g. 6, 11, compared with. * on 3 
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Gal. 5. 22,16. Epheſ:3.3. And thaigh the Lord Jeſus preacht SY 

unto him in the way , yet he did it by himſelf,” without fuch inftgy+ I 

| ments as atthat timehe had appointed and placed in the world, ; 
: for the working Faith and Convetſion,” fo RIO 2 
| | [. By allwhickit Ric 2ppeares,thit Howeve® it is our diity to end to. b 
F non 3 OUT © od eo TY d.. ; 
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cleatneſs; and no leſs comfort , eyince.. 
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1njoyed; yet himſelf is not bound to to work by them,as that he cans © 
not SAC befides them, and. without them, when he pleaſcth, or that 
the Faith or Converſion which ownes-not ſuch a Miriſtery to have 
a ſhare in it's working, muſt therefore not be true , becaule not fo 
wrought or effeQted as the Objection holds it forth. ons, 
To whathath been ſpoken , might be,added the conſideration 
of the Faith'of thoſe men of Berea, AT. 1 7+ EI,12, whichat= 
tributes very much to their daily ſearching the Scriptures, whe- 
ther the things they heard of Paul and Silas were ſo, (and it's 
faid) Therefore many of them believed.' No doubt Paul and 
Silas preachedo theſe, as they had before to thoſe of The fſalons- 
ca: Verſ. 3, But theſe were. more noble then the former , in 
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that they ſearched the Scriptures which Pazl agd Sil as urged, 


80 lee whether the thing alleadged were ſo « therefore many of 
them believed, | 

As allo theeyangelizing of the ſcattered brethren,and the bleſſed 
ſuccefle that enfyed thereupon : who though they were fo far from 
being Miniſterially ſent. out , that they were ſent after , by the 
Churches at Jeruſalem, when tidings had come to their eares how 


the hand of the Lord was with them, 4&.1.19,20,21,22., yet 


their Iabour of Loye and work in that particular was accepted, 
ard mary were turned to the Lord thereby. - 

By all which it doth appear , that although Faith came by 
hearing, and hearing by the Ward of God ; yet it doth not ap- 
pear that Faith cannot be true, or that none can be faid to belieye 
who have not. fo heard , viz. By ſuch a preaching and ſending 
asthat Scripture in Roms. 1 0,14, 15, holds forth , andas this. 
Objection would enforce : But on the contrary , rather , that. 


* , although the Lord Jeſus did inſtitute and appoint ſome certaine 


perſons , choſen and depured ro the work of the Miniſtery , for the 


eads, and during the time mentioned ia the fourth of the Epheſians, 


of God for thoſe ends; yet he was not bound foto work by thoſe 
inſtruments , and by none other , as if that whatſoeyer he wrought. 
otherwiſe, ma other meanes , muſt be- invalidated , becauſe-it. 


was not fo effected , as the inſtances before alleadged , will with 


The reforg. 


o.Which men-were to give attendance , as to the meanes appointed _ 
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DL” © Therefore this conſideration now preſented. Will. befo 

F weakning, that it will adde much comfort and ftrengthto 
of. the mourners of Sto-;.and. the waiters for the hope of \ /ſtael ; 
while they behold, that the moſt High hath placed ſuch footſteps 
amongſt his bleſſed Oracles of. Truttr\(the Scriptures) that may: 
ſtay from wandering, and,greſerye from fainting. their wearied Spir 
rits} as in other things, loallo in this, rhat therr Faith and Hope 


I © 


may be found in God , and they no way enforced to build upon. -- A 
the wiſdome of nien. that would be eſteemed the Mainifters and . 
Mefſengers of Chriſt , in ſtead of thoſethat-once were'ſq. © + _ " 


And may ſerve as a good help , till better, do-appear , to free | 
the minde and fpirit of ſome that are ſincere , from that Bull er' 
Cemination which hath taken hold of them ;\ enforcing it ſelf 
upon the Conſcience', notto dare to queſtion the preſent Miniſtery,* 
leſt they beineceflitated to queltion their own Faith alſo z though - A 
this queſtioning extends it felf*no farther, then to ta by theTules. © 4 
of. the Word ; a thing ſo frequently commanded by God: hin fa 
ſelf, And the impartial exercite whereof , though-y niight pre-  - <'Y 
vaile with ſome to ſee their preſent loſs, and that they are novwhay - : * | 
they have taken themſelyes to be,and abate mych of thepreſent con- 
fidence which moſtmen have ; yet. wouldirſhot at allzake off the- 
vround of their conſolation,nor the exerciſe of their gratious abuli>. 
ties-in ſearching the Scriptures as touching the preſent. Truth, as the 
men of Berea did- ;- nor of communicating their gratiousexperi- 


ences, asthat good woman of. Samzaria did;or thote honelt-he - 
ed. brethren of the. diſperfion ; nor of holfling? forth-ab 3 
harmleſs, and chaſte Conyerfition,, winnms' and'mftrumerita | y 
ving thoſe who poſſibly m1y not be wen by the Word ; themlelyes. 6 
mean while being found faithful witneſſes to Truth, to far as they - 7 
haye attained , and waiters for that grace whuch is tobe brought RT 

at the reyclation of Joſus Chriſt, 7 + */ | wo 
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